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the service that some officers received com-
missions on such purchases.

Me. MORAN : The local manufacturer
ghould be encouraged.

Mr. Jomwsow: Bar the man who
employed Chinamen,

Mr. MORAN: That should not be
done by the Government without legisla-
tive authority. In ecumpeting for Gov.
ernment work the local manufacturer
should have not only a fair chance butan
advantage. A short time ago local
tenders for sufes and fittings for the
Land Titles Office were rejected, though
the work could have been well done here.
The ironwork for the new Houses should
if possible be made locally.

Me. JACOBY : Though every induce-
ment should be given the local manufac-
turer, shoddy articles should not he
accepted from him, as in the past,

Mr. JOHNSON : Tenders should be
called for supply of this furniture
There was some danger in the public
tender system owing to the fact that the
employer of Chinese labour could under-
bid the employer of whitelabour. It was
difficult to find iu Perth any furnitare
manufacturer employing white labour
exclusively.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
regard to furniture requiremenis as in
regard to all other requirements, the
(Government believed in the system of
open tender. The utmost publicity would
be given to the requirements of the State,
and local enterprise would be encouraged
as much as possible,

Item—Grants in aid (in accordance
with regulations) for construction of and
additions to mechanics’ institutes, miners’
institutes, and agricultural halls, £2,500

Me. WALLACE: The Minister would
do welk to distribute the amount of this
itern with a greater degree of caution
than had been exercised in the past. The
regulations provided that the amount
ghould be distributed on a subsidy basis.

Mzr. EWING : If people by their own
exertions found money for free library
purposes, would they receive a £ for £
subsidy ? In his district, £80 had been
raised and devoted to the purchase of
books.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : This
item referred to construction of halls,
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Vote (reduced to £273,986) put and
passed.

This completed the votes for the Works
Department.

Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 19 minutes
past 11 o’clock, nntil the next day.

fegislatibe Fssembly,
Friday, 12th December, 1902.
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Tz DEPUTY SPEAKER took the
Chair at 2-30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

LEAVE OF ABSEN(IE.

On motion by the PrEMiEr, leave of
absence for one fortnight granted to the
Hon. the Speaker, on the ground of
illness.

COOLGARDIE GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY BILL.
Message from the Administrator re-
ceived and read, recommending appro-
priation for the purpose of the Bill,

1IN COMMITTEE.
Mg, ILLiveworTHE in the Chair; the
MinisTER FOR WoORES in charge of the
Bill.
Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.
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Clause 3—The Board:

Mr. HOPKINS: Under this clause the
hoard was to comprise the Minister for
Works as chairman, and two other mem-
bers. The appointment to the chairman-
ship of a gentlewman who would necessarily
regide at a distance of 400 wiles from
the central office of the board and from
the main sceneof operations was altogether
out of the question. No board which
met in Perth was likely to answer gold-
fields requiremrents. One was at a loss
to know what functions the chairman
could exercise if the board met in Kal-
goorlie, seeing thatl two formed & quorum.
There was, in fact, no reason why one
commissioner could not manage the
scheme as easily as, if not more easily
than, one commissioner mapaged the
railway system. No doubt the com-
misgioner would require the aasistance of
a hydraulic engineer with a competent
staff, at any rate while the work of
reticulation was proceeding. With a
view to securing control by one man, he
moved that all the words after * appoint,”
line 1, be struck out.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS hoped
the Committee would allow the clause to
stand, since it had not been inserted
without a vast deal of consideration.
Members might take it for granted that
the Government would not propose to
make the Minister for Works chatrman
of the board unless strong reason existed,
in their opinion, for taking such a course.
No Minister need be anxious for the
appointment if it were not necessary in
the best interests of the work, and also
in those of the Stute. The undertaking
was too vast to pass out of the hands of
the Government. For some time to come,
at all events, it would be absolutely
necessary that the head of the Works
Department should be in cloge touch with
the scheme, not only to apply a checking
hand, but, if necessary, to urge the work
forward. The people’s requirements could
be met equally whether the board sat in
Perth or Kalgoorlie.

Mr. MORAN : On the second reading
he had stated that this clause met with
his approval, for the reason that the
scheme wag not yet anything like com-
" pleted.

Mg. Hopeins: The Minister was given
full powers under the last clause of the
Bill.
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M=z. MORAN: Yes. “Personally he
would bave been quite content if the
Government had brought down a Bill of
one clause, vesting the comirol of the
scheme in the Minister for, Works. The
board was not likely to be constituted
before Parliament mct next year. Mean-
time the Minister might devote bis atten-
tion to effecting improvements in the
Helena weir, to the work of reticulation,
to the supply of water from the scheme
to the railways, and generally for the sale
of water. Next year, or the year after,
when the scheme was finally completed,
we might discuss the advisability of
placing it under the control of an inde-
pendent board. _

Mge. JOHNSON: The time would come
when the board as proposed in the Bill
would not be satisfactory, but the scheme
was not vet completed, and it was abso-
lutely necessary that the Minister should
have control of the scheme until it was
completed. The clause should stand as
printed, and when the scheme was com-
pleted let the composition of the hoard
be altered.

Me. HOPEINS: By Clause 122 it was
laid down that the Minister shounld exer-
cige all the powers of the board pending
appointment. He accepted that clause,
and he believed the member for West
Perth and the member for Kalguorlie
accepted it zlso.

Me. Moran: Yes. -

Mr. HOPEINS: If the clause under
consideration was passed as printed, the
Minister would lose control because two
members of the board formed a quorum.
The Minister for Works had pointed out
that it mattered very little where the
board met, whether 2 Perth or on the
fields.

Tue MiNisTER FokR WorES: So long
a8 it met the requirements of the people.

Mz. HOPKINS: Speaking with some
experience of Government departments,
if the board met in Perth it would
probably -serve the requirements of the
departinents, but it would not meet the
requirements of the people on the gold-
fields. The person in charge of the
scheme should be a smart up-to-date
business man, who should exercise the
executive power and also exercise a per-
sonal supervision over the scheme and
staff. It was said that an engineer wontd
be appointed on the board. Amongst
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professional mén not one in a hundred | great national work, to be used for

had any idea of commercial enterprise.
For that reason he hoped there would
not be an engineer controlling the scheme,
but that there wonld be a commissioner.

Tur PREMIER said he disagreed
entirely with the member for Boulder.
We were dealing with an engineering
work which had cost the country a large
amount of money. There might or might
not be engineering difficulties, but it was
an engineering work. The person who
should largely coutrol this work should
be a fully qualified engineer. It was not
altogether a question of distributing
water in Kalgoorlia or Boulder. Here
was a greab public work, and it was sug-
gested to band'it over to one man whose
sole qualification was that he had business
capacity.

Mg. Hopgrna: Similar to the railways.

Tue PREMIER: It was obvious to
every member cxeept one that there was
a great difference between u waterworks
board and the rilways, With the rail.
ways we were dealing with a specific
class of business, and it required a busi-
ness man to run the railways. Still he
believed in connection with the railways
the proposal of the Government was the
wisest, to have three commissioners; but
the House thought differently. To say
that the control of this scheme from the
weir upwnrds should be in the hands of
one business man was certainly not right.
We should not allow » business man to
be at the head, and have the power of
appointing his eugineer. If there was to
be an engineer who was responsible
directly to the Government

Mgr. Hoprins: Responsible to the com-
missioner, and the ‘commissioner respon-
gible to the Government.

Tee PREMIER: If the engineer was
to be responsible to the comuissioner he
objected, for the engineer should not be
subordinate to a business man. In con-
nection with a great scheme like this one,
the Minister ought to DLe a mewnber
of the board. There ought to be some
method by which Parliament could be
kept ju touch with the operations of the
board. It would be a lamentable state
of affairs becauvse the members of the
board buppened to live in one place that
they should consider all their duties con-
sisted in looking after that one place. 1t
should not be forgotten that this was a

the benefit of the whole State ; that part
of the State between Mundaring weir
and the goldfields principally. When
dealing with a great work like this, we
should be wroug in handing it over to an
sutirely independent board for some
years to come, until we saw how it was
working and whether it was working
satisfactorily, and the extent to which the
Government had to come to its aid. The
member for West Perth on the second
reading of the Bill pointed out the full
limit of the scheine had not been reached,
that when water was delivered in Kal-
goorliec and Boulder that was not the
end : the scheme had to go farther. Ti
was said the scheme was still growing.
Why crystallise the scheme now by
handing it over to an independent board ¥
It would be a risk and a step which we
should not take. We should be wise in
limiting tbe number of cur paid com-
missioners. It was an engineering work,
and he agreed with those who thought
there should be an engineer on the
board to look after the engineering purt
of the work and extensions, while there
should be a business man to look after
the business. Beyond those two there
should be no one else for the practical
working of tbe scheme. As we could
not bave a board of two men there must
be a third, who sbould be the Minister
for Works. When we cousidered the
great interest the Government had in the
scheme, it was essential that the third
member should be the Minister for
Works, so as to be in close touch and see
that the requirements of the people and
the wishes and demands of the House
were carried out.

Mr. HASTIE: The practical working
of the scheme was, he admitted, an im.
portant thing. If the Mlmster was on
the goldfields and in close touch with the
two other members of the board, mem.-
bers would agree that the Minister was
the best man; but we wished to kunow
exactly what position and power the
Minister would have as a member of the
board. If the Minister was to be one of
the three members, in the event of a
nnmber of meetings being held very often
the Minister wonld be outvoted. The
object of the Minister for Works would
be to appoint the two best possible
men—an engineer and also a business
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man. If we got those men they would
insist as far as possible on things being
done as they wished. There would be a
danger of the Minister for Works being
outvoted, and then the Minister would be
in a very unaatisfactory position. He
(Mr. Hastie) anticipated there would be
very few meetings at which the Minister
would be preseat. It would only be in
special cases here and there that the
Minister would think of trying to alter
their decision. He believed the best
thing to de would be to give in some
portion of this Bill power to the Minister
for Works, not exactly to over-rule but at
any rate notto accept the decision of that
board on important matters. He would
not like to see him in such a position
that he eould be over-ruled by two local
men.

Mr. BATH: It was desirable that
when the board wuas constituted the
Minister should be a member of it, and
he wuas oppored to taking matters of this
kind away from the control of the
Minister even when the scheme was com-
pleted. It was also absolutely essential
that an engineer should he on the board.
He was much afraid that the life of the
pipes would not be as long as some
people imagined. We knew that whilst
the pipes were lying along the track
many of them rusted. It was necessary
to have a gang working the rust off und
repainting with patent aunti-rust paint.
The ground contained a large amount of
salt. He saw no difficulty on the ques.
tion of meeting either at Kalgoorlie or
Perth. The board would have to control
the scheme from the dam to the gold-
fields, and it might be as necessary for
them to meet down here as on the gold-
fields. As to the appointment of one
commissioner, he should always oppose
such & thing. He thought the experi-
ence of the Railway Department had not
demonstrated the advisability of having
otly one commissioner.

Me. Hopeins: Where ? In Western
Australia ¥

Me. BATH: In Western Austrulia,
and also in the other States.

Amendment negatived and the clanze
paased.

Clauses 4, 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Term of office:

Me. HOPEINS: Mr. George held
office for five years, with a renewal for
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five more. Had the Minister any reason
for reducing the term in this case ?

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There was 1o specinl reason for inserting
a term of three years except that such
term was thought sufficient. There was
power io teappoint the members for a
like term of three years. Three years
wag quite sufficient to give anyone a fixed
engapement for.

Mr. BATH : Twelve months wounld be
ample time for the first term. After it
was seen how each member of the board
acted it might be advisable to fix the term
at three years.

Tae PREMIER: The dificulty was
that persons had very greal hesitation in
accepting these appointments. A man
would not be inclined to leave a business
he had now to take up a position which
might expire in twelve months.

Mr. BATH : If u man had confidence
m himself, he would have ne hesitation.

Tae PREMIER: That he did not
agree with, People had reluctance in
giving up a fair wage or sulary to get a
certainty of securing a good salary for
12 months and the chance of losing it
again at the end of 12 months, and not
picking up their own business again, He
recognised the difficulty referred to by
the member for Hannans (Mr., Bath).
In connection with waterworks, if there
were two members of the board they
might very soon make themselves popular
in connection with the distribution of
water and fthe reduction of rates, We
had to take a risk whichever way it was.

Clanse passed,

Clavse 7—Chairman :

Mr. HOPKINS: Assuming the board
were appointed to-morrow, had the Minis-
ter any 1dea of how frequently the board
would meet, and if so whether he could
attend.

MempeR: Fortnightly.

Tae Premies: The board could not
meet fortmightly, surely.

Mz, HOPKINS said he was inclined
to think they would.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the board were appointed, their meetings
would not be oftener than onee a month.
Perhaps occasionally they wonld be
oftener, but. he should think that on an
average once a month would be quite
sufficient. "Whilst Parliament was sitting
it would be impossible for the Minister
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for Works to attend frequent meetings
of the board, but he saw no reason why
the Minister, if interested in the scheme,
should not be able to attend during recess,
even if the meetings were held on the
fields.

Clause passed.

Clanse 8—Remuneration of members:

Mg. HOPKINS: Each member of the
board had equal voting power. There
were three members. The Minister for
his services, the whole of which were not
devoted to the board, would draw as the
gervant of the State a thousand a year.
One member would get £750 and another
£1,250 He moved as an amendment
that the word “each’ be inserted in line
2, 8o that “ each’ member should receive
a salary not exceeding £1,000 per annum,
and this should be *inclusive of all
allowances in each case.” He thought
that the man who received £750 in all
probability would be better, in the interests
of the Governnent, thun the one who got
£1,250. .

Tag MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Although each member of the board might
do equally bard work, and the work
be equally valuable in one respect, yet
there was always the difficulty that
when we determined one member of the
board should be an engineer, we must
be aware that engineers of repute and
with qualifications sufficient to enable
them to be placed in charge of large
works such as this usuvally received a
liberal remuneration for their services.
It would be very difficult, perhaps impos-
sible, to obtain the services of an engineer
sufficiently qualified and experienced to
have charge of these works at a less
salary than £1,250 a year. We had an
engineer-in-chief who now rveceived a
galary of £1200 a year, and he had
no hesitation in saying he was still under-
paid. Tt was absolutely necessary that
the engineer appointed for this scheme
should be a thoroughly qualified hydraulie
engineer, of good repute and great
experience. It would be impossible to
obtain such a man for a less salary than
that set down here. There were plenty of
men with good business experience, tact,
and energy who would accept an appoint-
ment at £750, and would do their work
well.  He adwmitted it was not a large
salary, but he thought it sufficient. The
object of the Government had been to
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" provide, not an extravagant salary, bui

such a sum as would enable them to
secure the services of men qualified 1o do
the work.

Mz. JOHNSON supported the amend-
ment. Engineering difficulties were now
practically at an end. The difficulty was
to make the scheme commercially success-
ful. The business man appointed should
have a good salary; but the engineer wasg
required for maintenance and extensions
only.

Tue PREMIER: Members must
recollect the importance of the scheme.
Although it was said the engineering
difficalties were over, there must be an
expert engineer coustautls in charge. In
the absence of such supervision, a collapse
in the long line of jointed pipes would be
disastrons. SBupervision wasequally neces-
sary for the weir and the catchment area.
Though the officer might have little actual
work to do, he was paid not for muscle
but for brains. The salary proposed was
fair, and no lay member drawing £750
a year would feel bimself underpaid in
comparison with his professional col-
league.

Mr. HOPKINS: Tt would be hard
to find a mine accountant on the Bastern
Gooldfields who did not draw from £500
to £750 a year. The Engineer.in-Chief
raceived £1,200 a year; yet the man to be
imported to take charge of a scheme
already finished, and whose duties would
be conpected with repairs, breakdowns,
future extensions and reticulations, was
to be paid £50 a year more than the
Eugineer-in-Chief. The member for Mt.
Burges said that was ridiculous. It cer-
tainly was mnot logical; nor was £750
a proper salary for the man who would
control the business portion of the under-
taking.

Me. MORAN: The member for
Boulder had the best of the argument.
Probably this engineer would not control
a large expenditure, and the percentage
of his salary to the outlay would be
tremendous. For several years there
would be no necessity to tmport a man
to take charge of the work. Tn con-
nection with the Works Department the
Government were creating an enormous
number of well-paid positions; and that
at & time when the loan policy was
tapering off. The officer might seldom
be called on to exercise professional
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knowledge, and the Engineer-in-Chief | other allowances.

and his officers could efliciently supervise
the scheme without our appointing a
special engineer till the board was
appointed a few years hence; and even
then the board might be unnecessary.
The wisdom of fixing the salaries in the
Bill was doubtful; for a good engineer
might possibly be procurable for half the
salary. Let the Government take the
onus of appointing the man and fixing
the salay. Not till the scheme was on a
commercial basis would » first-class man
be needed ; and he would have to do his
duty impartially and fearlessly,

Me. HASTIE hoped the Minister was
not possessed of the ides thal none but a
good business man was needed. An
engineer was equally necessary, the work
of extension and reticulation being more
intrcate and diffienlt than the prelimi-
nary constraction.

Mr. Horkrng: We could get a wan
at 9s. a day to carry out all the reticulation.

Me. HASTIE: Once the scheme was
utilised, the goldfields people would mainly
depend on it for their supply, as con-
densers and dams would practically cease
to exist. Whatever sppointments were
made, a thoroughly reliable engineer was
essential. .

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Before long it would be absolutely
necessary to have an engineer whose sole
duoty would be to look after the scheme.
The work waas not complete. The engi-
neer would have arduous duties and great
anxieties. For months past he (the Minis-
ter) had received messages day and night
in conneetion with the undertaldng, and
there had been u great strain on the
Engineer-in-Chief also. This appoint-
ment would not be made till absolutely
necessary ; but when made, if justice
were to be done to the work, the
engineer must be a man of exceptional
qualifications. It was no use wasting
three millions to save £200 or £300 a
year. The engineer must be a man who
would do justice to the scheme, and in
whom the public had entire confidence.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the words
* inclusive of all allowances in each case ”
be added to the clause. Ii was not
desirable to see the Estimates come down
next year loaded with hounse allowance,
water allowance, forage allowance, and
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Let these officers pay
the whole of their expenses.

Tee PREMIER: The words proposed
would have 1o legal meaning, and might
prevent payment of travelling expenses
and the officers’ living expenses when
travelling. Both officers must travel,

.and shonld have reansonable expenses,

though it was undoubtedly desirable to
check the growth of allowances.

Mr. HOPKINS withdrew the amend-
ment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Clause passed.

Clause 9—Quorum :

Mr. HOPKINS: Was it not desirable
to provide that the board must hold its
meetings at a certain place, which place
ought to be where the work of the board
mainly lay—on the goldfields ?

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Compulsion in this matter was undesir-
able. While most of the board’s meetings
would no doubt be held on the goldfields,
matters of importance might arise while
Parliament was in session, and in such
circumstances the Minister could not
attend the meeting unless it were held in
Perth.

Clause passed.

Clauses 10 to 13, inclugive—agreed to.

Clause 14—Tenure of office:

Mzr. JOHNSON: Did not Subclause
(e) in effect empower a member of the
board to absent himself without leave for
a period of 14 dave ?

Tee PREMIER: This clanse had
been inserted merely ont of abundant
caution, and not owing to any belief that
the men to be appointed to the board
would be likely to absent themselves in

.such a fashien as to merit dismissal.

The clause merely put it on record that
members of the board must not trifle
with their duties by taking a holiday
whenever they felt disposed.

Clause passed.

Clauses 15, 16, 17—agreed to.

Clause 18— Appointments of oflicers
and servants: .

Mr. HOPKINS: If the Minister
undertook the administration of the
scheme for a time, would he require this
power of appointment ?

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
The Minister had all the powers of the
board until such tine ae the board was
constituted.
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Clause passed.
Clause 19—agreed to.
Clause 20 —Water area,:

Mz, HOPEINS: Would it not be well
to insert after “may,” line 1, such
words as !"on application by the local
governing body ™ ? '

Tae Premier: That would not do.
The auggestion had a wider scope than
the hon. member intended.

Mr. HOPKINS: There was power of
discrimination. Did it not seem right
that the local governing body should
make formal application to have mains
laid down ?

Tae PREMIER: Certainly not. The
circumstances attendant on this work
differed from the circumstances of the
old country where overlapping authorities
were met with. At Home, a gas company
might have certain powers, and a water
company might have certain powers; but
the previous consent of the local anthori-
ties was necessary to their operations. The
Coolgardie Water Scheme, however, was
a, State work, and Parliament had deter-
mined to appoint a board for the purpose
of reticulating water. Was it advisable
to place on the very threshold an obstacle
which might thwart the usefulness of the
work? TUnder the suggestion, a local
body might refuse its consent, and there-
upon a water area could not be declared,
the work thus being blocked at the very
start. He believed that what the hon.
member had in wind was that local
authorities should not be disregarded.
The amendment, however, went, too far,
committing ag it did the entire success of
the scheme to the hands of local bodies.

Clause passed.

Clause 21 —agreed to.

Cleuse 22 — Board may construct
worke:

Mgr. MORAN: Did the Government
mean to retuin power over the proposed
works of the board ?

Tee PREMIER: Yes. The power
applied to questions of cost, and to cases
of conflict.

Ms. MORAN: This clause bhad his
entire approval, as he considered that the
Government should retain control of the
work.

Clause passed.

Clauses 23 to 26, inclusive—agreed
to. .

[ASSEMBLY.)

in Commmitiee.

Clause 27—Water rates :

Me. HASTIE: This clanse provided
that the board “may” wmake and levy
rates. Thus water might besupplied and
no rate charged for it, since the hoard
was given power of exemption. If rates
were to be collected at all, they ought to
be collected from everyone. The exercise
of the power of discrimination was sure to
create o sense of grievance.

Tee PrEmigr: This question did not
arise under Clause 27.

Me. HASTIE: True; but another
cluuse, which depended on Clause 27,
raised the question. Should not the
word “ may " be struck out and *shall”
substituted ?

Tae Minisrer ror Worxs: That
question really arose on the next clause.

Clause passed.

Clause 28— Bupply of water by measure:

M=z. HASTIE: This clause presup-
posed that the board might supply water
and not charge rates.

TeE Premier : Inside the area.

Mr. HASTIE: Yes. If the power was
to be applied only to certain properties
inside the area, on which properties rates
could not be fairly levied, he could
understand the msertion of this provision.
He beligved the object of the clause was
to allow big consumers of watar to be
exempted from payment of rates.

Tes MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
endeavour had been to make this measure
as simple and as workable as possible,
and to provide for all contingencies
which might arise. What was the use
of levying a 408. rate on a consumer
paying £400 or perhaps £4,000 for
water and afterwards deducting that 40s.
rate from the £400 or £4,000 paid ?

Mr. MoraN : The clause was liable to
abuse, inasmuch as the board might
neither sell water nor rate.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
board would not exempt umless it had a
contract under which the consumer would
be supplied by measure with a minimum
quantity of water far beyond the ordinary
quaatity.

Me. Hoperns: Then words to that
effect ought to be inserted.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORES:
That was wunnecessary, because it was
hoped that at uny rate one member of
the board would be possesszed of primitive
business capacity.
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Mz. HASTIE: Supposing thatarrange-
ments were made by which a battery was
to be supplied with water, that after a
time the battery closed down, getting
exemption, say for six or nine months,
during which pericd no water would be
required: then, in the case of that
property nothing would be paid for water
consumed and no rates would be levied.
If we could be perfectly sure thatin every
case of exemption the board would make
a contract under which a minimum
amouut of money would have to be paid,
the provision was right enough; but the
tendency would be to exempt a number
of mining companies from paying any-
thing whatever, especially when they were
not working.

Tre PREMIER: Hon. members would
see that Clause 28 was necessary. Clause
27 gave power to make and levy rates,
27 provided one method by which money
and those rates might apply to a district
or to a whole water aren. Thus, Clause
might be raised. 8o far, the Bill did not
give power to sell and supply water by
measure. Hon, members agreed, how-
ever, that there was a pecessity for selling
water by measure.

M=z. Hoprine: Yes; at Northam, for
example,

Tee PREMIER: In such case the
board would sel! the water instead of
imposing a rate. Then, what was the
objection to Clause 287 In the case of
# large area, obviously it was not right to
insist that the board should rate- the
whole area. It would not be well to
make separate districts of Coolgardie,
Kalgoorlie, and Boulder for example:
rather, one would seek to combine those
towns within one district,

Me. Horrma: Coolgardie, Boulder,
and Hannans would anturally form only
one district.

Tse PREMIER: In tuking a district
like that, there might be found a class of
property not rated.

Mg. Hopxiws: What was a contract
worth té supply water to people not
rated ?

Tae PREMIER: If a person was
thought to be doubtfal he could be rated
in advance, but why approach the board
with the suspicion that they would make
bad agreements? Was it at all likely if
the hoard wished to make arrangement
with a large mine that the board would
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make an agreement that the mine should
pay less by agreement than by being
rated ? This power was given for dealing
generally and to sell water by rate or
measure. [n Perth there was the right
to supply hy rate and also by measure,
The clause was inserted simply to enahle
the board to sell in some places by
measure and in others by rate. Where
there was power to sell by rate there
must be power given to sell by measure,
because in the majority of cases the
quantity of water used was in excess of
that allowed by the rate. If people were
rated in Kalgoorlie, still there wounld be a
power required to sell by measure. If a
board thought a particular district could
do without a rate, then there need not be
one. There was not the least ground for
fear that the board would show undue
kindness towards thenines. Themembers
for Boulder and Kanowna based their
opposition to the clause on the supposi-
tion that there might be some individual
cases of undue favouritism.

Me. HOPKINS : Kalgoorlie, Boulder,
and Hannans would not be proclaimed
a water area until the reticulation was
completed. When the water was turned
on, why did the Government wish to
discriminate 7 'Why not rate everybody,
for the rates had to be paid in advance ?
A dozen big mines which were big con-
samers, but 12 months hence might not be
consuming any water, might join together
and say “ We do not want you to rate us,
so we will make a contract with you”
If these mines were big consumers, what
objection could there be to having them
rated? The Bill on the face of it
showed distinctly that within the water
area one section wonld he rated and the
other would not.

Tar PREMIER: The clause was
absolutely essential because the buard
must have the power to sell. What por-
tion of the clause was wrong ?

M=. Mokax: The words malking and
levying the water rate could be left out.

Ter PREMIER: That would not
remove the objection of the member for
Boolder, What was in the hon. mem.
ber's mind was referred to in Clause 51,
which dealt with rating. The clause gave
power to sell which the board ust have.

Mr. HASTIE: It was fully antici-
pated that the board would have power
to sell. Tt would bLe far more simple if
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everyone could pay a minimum rate, the
sume ag in Perth.

Mr. Bara: What about the districts
along the pipe track ?

Mg. HASTIE: They were not inside
water areas, and the cluuse only referred
to water districts. He never for a
moment suggested that the board would
show favouritiem towards anybody. One
or two mining companies would promise
to take 10,000 gallons of water a day and
would desire to make arrangements. The
board could then exempt those companies
from paying rates. The board would put
in the pipes and the fittings and all that
was required, and in several cases the
companies could not carry out their
arrangement and the board would have no
power to enforce the arrangement. A com-
pany could not be asked to put up money
because that would mean that only those
who had a large amount of money could
make arrangements with the board. Inthe
first jnstance all parties should be rated,
that would be the fairest method. If
persons took more water than the rate
allowed, they could be charged for the
additional quantity taken.

Mg. JOHNSON : There was no doubt
that the whole of the Hannaus district
would not be reticulated for there were
many people who got tired of living on
leases and removed to other places. Take
the Iron Duke leases, on which there were
o humber of houses. It would not pay
the board to lay on the water to each
house. He took it that the board would
run the water oot to the lease, put up a
standpipe, and sell water by measure.
Then there would be aline of carts taking
the water from the stand pipe to those
who wanted it. If the board endeavoured
to collect rates from the people the board
would bave to lay on water fo cach house.

Mr. MORAN: What had been men-
tioned by the member for Kalgoorlie
would cause trouble in the administration
of the scheme---people congregating on
the lenses around the poppet heads and
cyanide tanks, That bad Eeeu the canse
of the insanitary state in the past, and it
cansed the present disgraceful state of
affairs. Tt would not do to put taps all
over the leases to every man's shanty.
There was only one proper way out of
the difficulty. The Government would
have to be gentle yet forceful with the
people, and inform them that they would
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bave to live on the residence arvas that
were provided for them, and where there
was the convenience of the water and the
tramways, In the meantime the Gov-
ernment should be given every possible
puwer to meet coutingencies until the
scheme was a going concern. Everybody
was entitled to pay a general rate, and it
would be no imposition to-morrow if a
poli-tax was decided on, because the
scheme had been carried out for the benefit
of the people. If a man lived in a tent
or in a bouse he was drisking and
using water. If, when the scheme was
fixed up, instances of bad management
came Dbefore members the Government
who made a mess of things would have
to be shifted or the hoard got rid of. TIf
the Minister wag going to sell to the big
mining companies from the well at Kal-
goorlie, there wnust be a pipe laid to the
leases.

Mz. HOPKINS: It was desirable that
he should put his position in regard to
the mining companies clearly before mem-
bers. He had been the representative of
a place in the past which had had to pay
heavy rates, and outside the bonndaries
were the rich mining companies, whose
heavy jinkers and wagons cut up the
roads, while the companies did not pay
anything for the upkeep of the roads.
A ‘majority of the people lived on leases
to dodge all the responsibilities of muni-
cipal government ; at the same time they
enjoyed the benefits. He was not against
the mining companies; in fact, it was in
his province to do all he conld to help the
mining industry; but it was not his duty
to help the mining industry at the ezpense
of another section of the community.

Clause pasged.

Clauses 29 to 37, inclusive—agreed to.

Clange 38—The board may supply
water by contract:

Mr. HOPKINS moved that paragraph
{(b.) be struck out. He was inclined to
think that if a rate was going to be
struck it was ouly fair to strike it againat
each and everybody, and if it happened
that there was a large consumer, and he
was rdted at frow £7 to £10, and his
consumnption was £100 worth, he would
have £90 axcess to pay.

Trr MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was to be hoped the member for Boulder
(Mr. Hopkins} wonld not press this
amendment. Surely the Commitiee could



Goldficlds Water Bill:

realise it might be desirable for the board
to enter inlo a coutract with a company
or other association for the sale of water
by measure. The exemption from rating
could not apply if the area was within a
municipality or townsite.

M=. Horrins: They were all outside.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
What would be gained by rafing a large
purchaser when the total would come toa
very great deal more than his rating?
The board might be relicd upon to rate
those who were not taking more water
than would come to the amount of the
rate.

Me. Moraw: It was not desirable to
make more than an aznual contract,

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
He took it the board would not do that
in any case. Supposing a company
wanted to enter into a contract for a
supply of 10,000 gallons a day, and after-
wards might not take the water, the board
on entering into a contract of that kind
would see that they had a substantial
payment in advance.

Mgz. BATH said he wished to refer to
paragraph (a). He thought it was
altogether undesirable that there should
be any power to allow a purchaser to
supply water. If this water was to be
supphed to consumers, the Government
shounld undertake the work, and not allow
it to be done by any subcontractor.
He presumed this was inserted in the
interests of some mining companies who
might take a large quantity of water, and
then desire to supply it to those on the
leases. Xt was a dangerous clause.

Tue MINISFER FOR WORKS: This
was one of the most important clauses
in the Bill, if the scheme was to be a
finaneial success. If the clause were
struck out, the Government would have
no power to euter into a contract with
mimng companies, or association of
mining companies, to take large quanti-
ties of water by measure. The member
for Hannans (Mr. Bath) anticipated some
trouble or injustice might arise by a
mwiniug company or association taking
water and then retailing it to people on
its leases. Should that trouble arise it
wus fully provided for in a subsequent
clause, which stipulated that anyone
purchasing water from the board should
not ‘re-sell that water except with the
approval of the bourd in writing, and at
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a price to be fixed by the board, We
should not seek to obviate the power of
people to supply water. It might easily
be in the power of a nining compuny to
supply its own workers on 1ts leases with
water, far more easily than the board
itself could. Surely the Comumittee did
not want to prevent a mining company
from bhaving power to supply water on
any terms at all to people living on its
leases.

Mea. HOPKINS: The whole matter
was this. It was allowing certain per-
gons within the water area to become
middlemen when there was no necessity
for it. He thought we could do what
was required to the satisfaction of every-
body if we struck out the word **within”
and inserted * without” ; and also struck
out the words “municipality aund town-
site.” He had no objection fo giving
this power to, say, someone at Northam,
or elsewhere along the pipe line.

Tae Premier: Would the objection
be met by striking out “or other per-
sons " ¢

M=r. HOPEINS: What was the differ-
ence between an occupier of land and
other persons ?

Tre PrEMIER: An obvious difference.

Mr. JOHNSON : In this clause he
could see some difficulty, but he thought
it was overcome by Clause 52 or Clanse
51.  If the water was extended to Bulong
it must reach a half-way place, Balla-
gundi, and a contract musl be entered
inte with somebody to take the waterand
then sell it to residents in the district.
He wanted to safeguard Hannans belt.
We must wake those people pay the
rates, and we did not want the Govern-
ment to grant companies on Hannans belt
the right to sell water to those on the
leases. People would live on the leases
vntil more areas were thrown open. Tt
would be impossible to lay the water on
to everybody. Walter supplied to resi-
dents on the leases should be supplied by
the board and not by the mining com-
panies.

Tus PREMIER : Where mining com-
panics had all the appliances for dis-
tributing the water—and in fact it might
be ‘that the pipes in connection with their
own supply would partly do this-—should
we insist that the board also should go to
the expense of pulfing down pipes and
supplying those persons squatting on the
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leases ¥ Should not matters like that be
left to the hoard ¥ He thought the clause
very important and very useful. It was
open to ahuse, but so was every power,
Public opinion was sufficiently strong on
Hannans belt to giveample expression to
any abuse in connection with a matter
like this.

Mr. HOPKINS: Would it not meet
the case to say that the board might
authorise a purchaser to supply water to
any occupiers of land or other persons
* without ” any district at a price io be
approved by the board ?

Mg. HASTIE: If contracts were only
to be of short duration, say 12 months, he
did not think any great trouble would
occur ; but if contracts were to last two
or three years, it was a serious maiter.

Me. MORAN : The matter was viewed
by him from the financial side of the
scheme. The mining compunies supplied
their bundreds of men with water in
water bags. The people would go and
get the water from the mining companies.
If the mining companies were allowed to
supply their hundreds of employees, these
employees would take just what they
wanted. They would not utilise the
water to make it puy unless they
had a tap handy, or something of
that sort. The whole of the ming
belt wounld be outside the townsite aveas
to start with, The townsite or mumici-
pality would not include the big sources
of consumption on the mines. If there
were 400 men working on mines who
would take four gallons a day, there was
no object on the part of the mines to
give them move than that, and the men
would not take more. Those men were
exciuded fromn rating. They were living
on leases alony the camp, and in all these
cases the opportunity of striking a rate
per head of population would be lost, or
perhaps the opportunity of running the
board’s pipe line to those men’s places
and wmaking them pay would be lost.
The men could be followed anywhere and
made to pay,Sbut if a contract of this
kind were made, the chances were that
the nen would go on consuming a few
gallons of water a day and the scheme
would not be a financial success.

Mr. Hoexins: They would consume
two gallons per head.

Mr. MORAN: Two gallons per head.
The trouble was ope which must be
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guarded against very carefully. He did
not think that these contracts should be
made with the big Kalgoorlie mines in
any case. If there were a contract at
Golden Ridge where 20 or 30 men were
employed, and they wanted a pipe line,
it might be advantageous to make some
arrangement. The Bill should be suffi-
ciently comprehensive to make it possible
for the board to guard against such a

contingency. Give the board ample
power, and trust to them and the
Minister.

[Al 415, business suspended for 15
minutes. |

Tae MINISTER FOR WORES: Some
of ' the arguments used bad considerable
force; but thesa carefully - considered
clauses could not be altered without
setiously rainimising the board’s powers,
on which the success of the scheme
entirely depended. Between the com-
mencement of reticulation and the next
meeting of Parliament, the operation of
the clause could be watched; and if it
were found to work injustice, a remedy
could be applied.

Amendment negatived, aud the clause
passed.

Clauses 39 to 51, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 52— Valuation:

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS : Sab-
clause (e.) provided for an annual value,
being an amount not exceeding £5 per
centum on the capital value of the lund
in fee simple. The Roads Board Bill of
this session had been considered by a
select committee, which reported that the
amaount should be £7 10s.; but another
place had altered the amount to £5.
Hence the sum was fixed in this Bill.
He intended to ask the House to insist
that the amount should be £7 10s. in the
Roads Bill; aud to secure uniformity, he
moved that the words “five pounds,” in
line 11 of the ¢lanse, be struck out, “ and
i.even pounds ten shillings " inserted in
iea.

Mr. HOPEINS supported the amend-
ment. Probably the board would take
its valuation from the books of the local
authorities, and as the municipal and
roads board’s valuation would be fixed at
£7 108, much clerical work would be
saved by the amendment.

Amendment passed, and the clause an
amended agreed to. *
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Clause 53--Rating of persons residing
on mining leases :

Me. HOPEINS: This question was
surrounded by legal and other difficulties
which had been a source of contention
for five years. The worst feature was
that a person in the habit of taking home
a supply of water from a mine was apt to
continue the piactice, and would hardly
use more than 1,000 gallons a year.
Such person was not rated; and his
total contribution to the scheme would
be 6s. per annum; while a man living
on the ofher side of an imaginary
boundary, in a municipality, would pay
£3, though using no larger quantity.
This calculation was made on a 2s. rate,
agsumning the rental value of the house
wus 15s. per week. Could not a proviso
be inserted to prevent persons living on
leases from ultimately claiming the land
by virtue of their being rated ¥ If rated
they would acquire some sort of claim.
In Victoria, any person who for a certain
time occupied a block on a gold-mining
leage might for a certain price acquire a
title; and the same right might be
claimed in this State. Here the amend-
ment would be an innovation; but several
Victorian gold mines were situated within
municipalities. At Clunes, Victoria, the
wine workings were underneath the town ;
80 ab Ballarat and Bendigo; hence the
miners who lived on the surface by virtue
of their miners' rights had a right to
acquire the fee-simple.

Me. Mokan: To give men the right
to live on leases would hamper crushing
and other mining operations.

Me. HOPKINS: Yes. The position
of the Glolden Mile was peculiar ; for the
ores were more difficult to treat, more
room was needed for machinery, and the
mines were richer than those elsewhere.
Hence many of the companies could not

spare the surface, and it would be a boon .

to them to reguin much of the land now
occupied by their employees, whom they
did not care to remove. From his
experience in Boulder he knew the muni-
cipal ratepayers were heartily sick of
submitting to rates not imposed on the
bulk of the people of the district, who
lived on leases.

M=z. MORAN: Would it not be well
to make the leaseholder responsible right
from the jump in respect of every person
living with the leaseholder’s consent on
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the lease? "The area to which this dis-
cussion referred represented 50 per cent.
of the whole water scheme. Month by
month it was becomiog more difficult,
legally and morally, to deal with residents
ou leases. A model municipality was to
be seen on one side of the street and a
disgracefully insanitary state of things on
the other side. The watter meant so
much to the suceess of the Coolgardie
Water Scheme that the Minister might
cousider whether it would not be best to
strike a rate on every tenement.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
This clause had heen inserted with the
express object of compelling the individual
known as “ squatter on a lease™ to pay
rates. The clause undoubtedly made the
leaseholder responsible to a certain extent.
In his opinion — which opinion the
Attorney General would probably indorge
—the words “any person living on a
lease with the consent of the leaseholder ™
would cover the case of a miner working
on the lease on which he lived, and in
that case the leaseholder would be vespon-
sible for payment of rates if the occupier
did not pay. Undoubtedly, if a miner
resided on the lease with the consent of
the leaseholder, and farther worked on
the mine, that micer was on the lease in
connection with the purposes for which
the lease was granted.

Mr. Hastie: No.

Mr. Mograw: The trouble was that the
miners moved ahout from one mine to
another. The same men were not always
working on the same mine.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
the first place, there was the right to rate
the individual living oo a lease with or
without the consent of the leaseholder.
The Government had the right to lay
pipes anywhere through any gold-mining
lease. Then there was power to rate any
occupier of a lease, whether his occupancy
was with the consent of the leaseholder or
not. Thereupon the question arose, could
the occupier be made to pay? First of
all, the Government had a remedy against
the individual ; and there was as good a
chance of making the squatter on a lease
pay as of muking anvone eise pay. Finally,
and over and above that right, the lease-
holder wus responsible if the squatter
who fuiled to pay was on the lease with
the leaseholder's consent. The degire
was that these squatters should be users
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of the Coolgardie Water Scheme in the
fullest sevse of the term.

Mr. BATH : If the suggestion of the
member for West Perth (Mr. Moran)
were adopted, and the leaseholder made
responsible for payment of rates due by
individual ocenpiers, naturally the lease-
holder would remove those individual
occupiers if they failed to pay the rates.
[Me. Horrivs: Would not that be per-
fectly fair?] The member for Boulder
(Mr. Hopkins) had referred to the injus-
tice done to goldfields municipalities by
the fact that people residing immediately
outside those municipalities were not
rated ; but these controlling the munici-
pality spent the money raised in rates
within the municipal bounds for the
benefit of the people rated. There was
not so much difficulty in connection with
residents on leases as the member for
‘West Perth would have us believe. The
problem of settling these peaple on resi-
dence areas was being solved. Applica-
tions for farther residence areas were now
hefore the Glovernment, and additional
areas, it was understood, would be pro-
claimed so soon as regulations had been
framed. No difficulty need be anticipated
in the collection of rates from settlers on
leases, many of whom had occuapied their
holdings, and would continue to occupy
them for a considerable time. Moreover,
residents on leases had as great a desire
for cleanliness as bad the residents of
municipalities.

Mr. Moraw: But they had not the
sanie facilities for cleanliness.

Mz. Hopeins: Exactly; and that was
the trouble.

Mr. BATH : Facilities
granted.

Mu. Morarv: Would the hon. member
have the Government go to the expense
of reticulating every little camp ?

Mr. BATH : Water might be supplied
from standpipes.

Mr. Moraw: From standpipes placed
on the leages ?

Me. BATH: Yes.

Mz. Moran: Then the squatters would
never be got off the leases.

Mr. BATH: If residence areas were
thrown open close to the mines they
would be availed of, since miners natur-
ally desired to live close to their work.
The most insanitary spots on leases could
be paralleled in municipalities. The

would he
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clause, as it stood, met all the necessifies
of the case. Certainly, the leasebolder
ought not to be made responsible for pay-
wment of rates by the individual oceupier,
since sufficient power was given to collect
from the latter. There was no reason to
belisve that the process of squatting on
a lease created any legal title.

Mzr. THOMAS: From the interpreta-
tion given by the Minister for Works of
the words “in connection with the pur-
poses for which the lease was granted”
the plain inference wag that a miner
residing on a lease was to be considered
as employed in connection with the
lease.

Tue Mixisrer ror Worxks: The
clause contained also the words ‘' with
the consent of the leaseholder.”

Mi. THOMAS: The words which he
had quoted ought to be struck out, since
they would pive rise to difficulty. No
trouble had so far arisen in conbection
with residence on lease. Miners naturally
wighed to reside as near to their work as
possible, and with very few exceptions
mining companies had not objected to
squatting, it being understood that the
leaseholder reserved the power to shift
camps if the ground they occupied was
required for mining purposes. Certain
Labour members had advocated that the
squattersshould beremoved fromtheleases
—[Mg. Hastie; Who advocated that ?]
—and seltled on residence areas, such as
Trafalgar and the area behind TLake
View, thus forcing them to reside in the
townships. It would be better if some
arrangement could be come to so that
the people could live in the townships
which had been laid out. If the clanse
was pussed ns printed, the effect would
be that every mineowner, to prutect him-
gelf under the Bill, would give notice to
every person on the leases to quit. He
did not want to see that, because, as a
general rule, there had been no serious
friction between the mine managers and
the miners on the leuses, It was for
that reason he would like some farther
information from the Attorney General
as to what the legal aspect would be. If
a man went on paying rates, and was
allowed to retain peaceful possession of
the land, and the mineowner did not
turn him off, would that give the miner
a legal right to the land on which he was
living ?
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Tae PREMIER: Every member of
the Committee apparently agreed with
paragraph 1. We desired to provide
what was to happen where the proprie-
tors were rated and the rates not paid.
The first paragruph of the clause pro-
vided for the rating, but owing to the
fact that the leaseholders had no right to
sublet or use their surface for residentinl
purposes, the second paragraph provided
what was to bappen if the rates were not
paid by the individual and fell into
arvear. In ordinary cases the arrears
were charged on the land, but in this
case u different method was provided in
different circumstances. It was provided
where the person did not reside on the
lense with the consent of the leaseholder,
by subclauses (a.) and (5.), that there
wag no charge on the lease; so that if a
person was in occupation of portien of
the gold-mining lease with the consent of
the leaseholder, then it was a charge on
the lease; so also if he was there with
the consent of the leaseholder and not
in connection with the purposes for
which the lease wuas granted. With
these two exceptions it was not =
charge on the lease. In a pure case of
squatting without the consent of the
leagehiolder the rates were not charged on
the land.

Me. Moraw: The leaseholder would
not adwit in nine cages out of 10 that the
people were there with his consent.

Tre PREMIER: The clause was not
open to that construction, because the
men would be there and the mineowner
would be ronsenting to their beinyg there.
‘When one read the second paragraph with
the first paragraph the word “consent”
pointed to an active consent, not mere
acquiescence. If the paragraph was read
as mere¢ acquiescence then it would cover
the whole clause, because all were there
with the leaseholder's acquiescence and
kngwledge. The only question that arose
was whether it was desirable to strike
the clanse out and rely on the ordinary
agreement. If thut was dome it threw
on the leaseholder the obligation of the
rates in arrears.

Mer. Moran: That was what should .
be done. He did not see that anyone |
should escape paying water rates. ;

Tue PREMIER: If a person was |
there in occupation and was supplied |
with a tap and made himself comfortable I
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with a garden, then that gave him a
stronger position and it would be more
difficult to remove him.

Me. HASTIE: All the moral rights
in the world would not prevent the right
of the leaseholder to shift the men if he
desired to do so. The ground was let for
mining purposes only. There was a
provisoin the lease that the suvface of
the ground might be occupied by people
working on the mine, but that question
need nol be discussed at all, because a
man might be working at one mine one
week and another mine the next week.
The wmore we looked into the case the
more difficulty there seemed of bringing it
to an exact basis. DMost of the difficulties
one heard of connected with the munici-
palities in the Hannens district were
maginary and scarcely at any time did
anyone bear of the difficulties except they
were brought up by those connected with
the municipalities, the object being to get
all the people to live in the mumicipali-
ties. People living outside municipulities,
as & rule, were just us good asthoseliving
inside. The people inside paid rates be-
cause they were compelled to do so, bat
those outside bad not been asked to pay
rates, but if they were asked {o pay he
gupposed they would act in the same way
as those who did pay. The clause to
some extent enabled the board tv levy
rates on Jeases, but immediately after that
power was given, in reference to nine-
tenths of the people, it was taken away.

Tee Premier: What did the hon.
member suggest ?

M=z. HASTIE: The striking out of the
second paragraph and subclauses (a) and
(b). Ifa man lived on a lease and got
the benefit of water, he should pay his
fair shure. If a man who lived in a
municipality would not pay his rates his
house could be sold, and if a man had a
house on a lease, that man’s house should
be sold also if he did not pay rates. Ii
wag said that » man had no title toa
house that was on « lease; but supposing
a man built a house on a leuse and did
not get the written consent of the owner
but received the acquiescence of the leage-
bolder, and if another person bought
that house he only bought the rights the
original owuer of the bouse had, and the
house was as valuable to the purchaser
as to the originul owaer. If people were
supplied with water, let them bear their
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fair share, whether they had a good title |

to the l'l.nd on which they lived or not.
The Minister should hesitate before he
made the leaseholder responsible for the
rates of people living ou the land, because
the leaseholder did not own the surface
of the Jaud, except for mining purposes.
If & compuny took up a large area, that
company was not able to mine all that
area at the time. The company wounld
mine only a portion. The unfortunate
thing was thal a company only looked for
gold on a small ared, but the company
had other leages close to the mine on
which people could be anllowed to live.
As a geoeral rule, & man had either fo
live un one of the leases or make up his
mind to walk three or four miles to his
work. Most of the resilence areas in
Kalgoorlie and Boulder were about two
miles from the place where the menworked.
He ways sure that was not above the aver.
age, and people hesitated very strongly
to travel all that distance. He did not
think there would be any difficulty if the
board supplied with water where it
thought fit those people on leases. But
if they did, let every man, whether he
lived on a lease or in the town, pay his
fuir share. He moved that all the words
after *“ same,” in line 4, be struck out.

in Committee,

In auother cuse, ove day the manager
went down and fourd bricks.

Me. Horxing: Was the hou. member
in order in discussing these evictions in
connection with this clanse ?

Mr. THOMAS: It was a good oppor-

o tunity for the Premier to give us the

M=z. THOMAS: At the present time |
men living on the leases at Xalgoorlie
had a legal right to remain there, inas-

much as the law wouid not help to shift
them.
lessees had urgently wanted the ground
upon which the bunilding was situated.
They had given the men notice, but they
had refused to shiff, and the lessees
had asked the police to remove them but
they refused to do so.

A few cases had arisen where the

Mr. Horgins: The lessees had doue it

themselves in several instances.

Me. THOMAS: It was a fact that
there were several cases in Kulgoorlie
where the lessees had wanted to shift
men. There was one case where & bit of
land was urgently needed for something
in connection with the mine. The lessees
asked this particular person to shift.
He understood that Warden Finnerty
then refused to give the order, and the
police refused to do anything to carry

out the law in existence nnless they had -

the written order from the warden.
lessees had then to dwop tailings on the
top of those men to get them to shift.

The

In another cuse bricks
were put upon the lease. The manuger
said, © You cannot buidd here.” This man
was o conbractor, and he said the contract
had been let for the erection of a stone
Loilding, and the manager could not shift
him. The police would not take action.
The wmanager removed the bLricks off the
lease. They were brought down a second
time, and he shifted them off a second
time, and that put an end to it, One did
not want to see these men turned off the
leases.

Tug PREMIER: In his opiniou, the
lessee would have a lepal right to bring
an action against a person to eject bim.
He wonld have the same right as anyone
elsc who had a property that was fres-
passed opon.  In such a case it wounld
not be for the police to interfere. In
the second case, where a man deliberately
went and dumped down bricks on the
property of a leasehulder, freeholder, or
anyoue else, where there was no poseible
justification, the police ought to be there
to check it.

Mr. THOMAS: They would not do
so in that case. If we had a few
instances like that, the mineowners
would, he thought, to protect themselves
order every man off the lease, and that
was what one wanted to prevent.

Tog Premier: The DMinister was
willing to have the words after * same”
struck out.

Amendment passed.

Mr. HASTIE: One did not see any
clause giving power to tax people living
on Crown lands. On the goldfields a
very large number of good houses were
built on Crown lands, where people had
practienlly no titls, and where, as far as
bis reading of the Bill went, the board
would wot have the power of rating.
Although this was the case on the
Boulder belt to some extent, il existed to
u greater degree in other places. He
expected that the water would be takes
to Bulong and as far as Menzies, and it
would go through Ballagundi. It would

legal position.

. also go to Paddington, Broad Arrow, and
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other places.  They would like to have
water laid on.  He would suggest that,
as the board would have power to tax
pecple whe lived on leases, they should
also consider those people who lived on
Crown lands.

Tur PREMIER: It would, he thought,
be wise not to make u provision like that
at the present lime, because in the area
likely to be served that did net come
prominently to the front.  When exten-
sions took place the point might be dealt
with, but he did not think there would
be any difficulty. In cases like those
referred to, it might he decided to malke
a charge of so much a house, or some-
thing hike that, and the board would not
o in for an elaborate system of vating.

Mz. Moxran: Hundreds of erections
on Crown lands, as good us structures in
Kalgoorlie, bad been seen by him.

Me. HASTIE: It was provided that
people who lived on leases might be
rated, but those leases were often chang-
ing hands. Every now and then we read
that a lease was forfeited. The moment
the lease was forfeited it ceased to bea
lease, and the warden or Mines Depart-
ment was very slow to give that lease
over to unyone else, unless there was a
probability of its being worked as a gold-
mining lease avd showing some prospects.
A lot of cases like that occurred in the
Hannans district very recently. In 19
cases out of 20 the lenses on which people
lived were leases which were not worked.

Tae PREMIER: In the case of a
lease being forfeited, and no one taking
it up again, there should be provision to
usge some portion or the whole of it for
occupation purposes.

Mr. JOHNSON: Instances were
known by him in which leases had been
forfeited. There was & number of resi-
dents on the leases, und yet the Minister
for Lands refused to cut up these leases.
Would these people be exempt from pay-
ment of rates ? There were a nnmber of
people in the Hannans belt living on
practically Crown lands.

Mr. HOPKINS: A geological survey
of the belt had heen made, and there was
a desire to keep areas believed to be gold-
bearing.

M. MORAN: At the Hannans Pro-
prictary and along there the local bodies,
particularly the roads board, in wnion
with the Chamber of Mines, thought it

[12 Deceueegr, 1902.]

in Committee. 2053
would be unwise to alienate any of the
gurface. It was right along the track of
the main veef. There might be deep
level mining at a depth of 2,000 feet.
We must insist that on mining belts
there should Le sufficient surface kept
for mining purposes. I wus necessary
that the Minister should have power to
rate on Crown lands. He bhad seen a
lease idle for mouths, and there had been
a sudden rush of 20 applicants hecause
a discovery had been made on the line
of lode, and it had become possible for
the same chute to run into this country.
At any {ime he expected to see a big
rush at Ialgoorlie, and hoped the
Government would be loath to give away
the surface for any consideration. Some
people thought the principal object of
such centres was the carrying on of
hotels #nd other businesses. Those were
not industries. The only object was

mining.
Me. JOHNSON : Could not the words
“or Crown lands” be added after

“ mineral lease’ ?

Tae Premier said he would prefer
to look into the matter.

Clause as amended agrecd to.

Clauses 54 to 57, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clause 58—Land subject to water
rate :

Mr. HOPKINS: Rates might be
levied on any lands situate within one
hundred yarde of any water main or
water-pipe from which the board was
prepared to supply water. If the board
could not connect an applicant migbt he
not still be rated ?

Tar Premier: No. If the board
were unable to connect, thev would not
be “prepared to supply water,” and
could not charge the rate.

Clause passed.

Clauses 59 to 82, inclusive—ugreed to.

Clause 83-—Premises may be sold for
arrears of rates, efc., remaining unpaid
for eighteen months:

Me. FOULEES : The time was too
long. Three months should suffice. He
woved that the word “eighteen” bhe
struck out,

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
three months’ provision might, work hard-
ship. He would accept a reduction to
twelve months.
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M=z. JOHNSON supported the amend.-
ment. It was undesirable to let rates
run on, for people would alwuys take the
grace allowed, and many eould not pay
at the end of the period. A man would
be better able to pay at the end of one
mounth than at the end of twelve.

Mz. FOULEES: Hardship would be
inflicted on subsequeat occupiers who
did not know that rates were in arrear.

Tag Premier: Not unless the new
man hought the house; and before pur-
chasing he should search.

Mr. HOPEINS: The municipal period
was 18 months. By Clause 75 the board
could recover by distress rates not paid
within 14 days. Surely that was suffi-
cient. @oldficlds residents were in the
habit of taking frequent holidays in the
East. By the amendment a man who
went away for six months might on his
return find his property had been sold for
a paltry water rate. The twelve months
provision he would consent to.

Amendment (that the word *' eighteen ”
be struck out) passed.

Me. FOULKES moved that *three”
be inserted in Lieu.

Amendment negatived,

Mz. HOPEKINS moved that ‘* twelve”
be inserted.

Amendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 84—agreed to.

Clanse 85—Power to borrow money :

Mr. MORAN hoped the clause would
for some years be adead letter. Presum-
ably the Works Departwent would
complete the work out of loan, and at a
future time the scheme might be capit-
alised.

TEE MinmTer ForR WoRES: It was
well to have the power.

Clause passed.

Clauses 86, 87, 88—agreed to.

Clause 89—Payment of interest:

Mgr. HOPKINS moved that the words
* ghall not exceed four pounds per centum
per annum on the amount thereof, and,”
m lines 1 and 2, be struck out. DBetter
sell the stock at par, and let the public
know the actual cost of the loan.

Mxr. MORAN: It would not be advis-
able to allow the board to pay any interest
it chose. True, money could not be
borrowed freely for goldfields purposes at
four per cent. It was quite possible that
too high a rate might be paid. However,

Goldfields Water Bill: . [ASSEMBLY.]
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the clause would in any case be a dead
letter for several years.

Amendment puassed, and the words
struck out.

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 90, 91, 92—agreed to.

Clause 93—Appropriation for sinking
fund:

Mr. MORAN: Would this clause make
any particular rate for sinking fund com-
pulsory ?

Tag Minisrer For Works: No.

Mr. MORAN: The wiser course was
to lewve the mutter open.

Clause passed.

Clause 94 -— Investment of sinking
fund:

Mr. HOPKINS: This clause should
probibit the investment of the sinking
foud in the stocks of this State.

Mg. Morax: That would be a tiptop
advertisement for our stocks.

Mr. HOPKINS: We might arrange
for reciprocity with the Commonwealth
in this matter,

Me. Moran: There was no Common-
wealth stock.

Mr. HOPKINS: There would be in
time.

Tae PremIEr: How could we on the
face of the statute suy that the sinking
fund should not be invested in the stocks
of this State?

Mr. HOPKINS: Possibly it would
not be wise to include such a provision
in the Bill, but the point was a question-
able one in Western Australian finance,
and it might well be debated next session.

TrEe Peemise: The bulk of this State’s
sinking fund was invested in the stocks
of other States.

M=z. HOPKINS: The principle was
good, and should be encouraged.

Clause passed.

Clauses 95 to 104, inclusive—agreed
to.
Clause 105 —Power to make by-laws:
Tee MINISTER FOR WORESmoved
that the following be added to Subclause
10: « And probibiting the sale by any
person to whom water is supplied by the
board, of water so supplied, except with
the authority in writing of the board.”

Amendment passed and the words
inserted.

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 106 to 122, inclusive—agreed
to.
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New Clause:

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS woved
that the following be added as Clause
119:.—

In any proceeding in any Local Court or
Court of Petty Sessions, or befere any Justice,
the secretary or any other officer of the board
appointed by the chairman in wrifing under
his hand may represent the board in all
respects ae if he were the party concerned.
This clause was purely formal, but very
necessary.

Question passed, and the clause added
to the Bill.

New Clause :

Tre MINISTER FORWORKS moved
that the following be added as Clause
122 :—

All lands and works vested in or under the
management and control of the board shall be
exempt from any rate, tax, or imposition
which any local unthority might, but for this
section, levy and impose,

Under this clause the lands and works
of the board would be treated as those of
a Government institution,

Question passed, and the clause added
to the Bill.

Schedules (9), Preamble, Title—agreed
to.

Bill reparted with amendments.

FAPER PRESENTED.
By the Cororrar SECRETARY : Annual
report, Acclimatisation and Zoological
Committee. .

COLLIE TO COLLIE-BOULDER RAILWAY
BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Progress reported (without emtering

into discussion), and leave given to st
aguin,

CITY OF PERTH TRAMWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

MOUNT BAY ROAD SECTION.
IN COMMITTEE.

Mg. InLingworTH in the Chair: the
MixisTeErR For WORKS in charge.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Confirmation of farther pro-
visional order:

Mzr. HOPKINS: There was not the
slightest doubi the Perth Tramway Co.
aad been most fortunate in securing the
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" ruoning rights over the city of Perth,

which evidently carried with it the right
to extend the lines into every suburb;
probably it was the most valuable right
in Australia. Parlivment made the Gov-
ernment the commou carriers of the
country, and the smne Parliament was
now going to retire from that position
and hand to the Perth Tramway Co. the
right to extend their tramway lines into
every suburb to compete, a8 in time they
would do, with the State railways, as had
been the case in Kalgoorlie and Boulder,
thus throwing an obligation on the tax-
payer. Was the Committee going to pass
this kind of Bill without enforcing any
farther obligation on the tramway com-
pany except that imposad casually on them
by the local rouds boards and the Perth
council ? This was a matter of such
grave imnportance and of far-reaching
isgues that certainly there should be more
than passing attention given to these
Bills. We should appoint a committes
to inquire into this extension, and such
select committee might go into the matter
and report next Wednesday.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There was a great deal no doubt in what
the member for Boulder stated. This
was not a Government measure, but it
was the duty of the Minister for
Works for the time being to take
charge of these Bills. This measure
gave no farther power to the Tramway
Company other than the power that they
already possessed. This was no farther
extension. Under the provision of the
original Act the Tramway Company need
not construct the Mount Bay Road
extension, that was as far as Poiut Louis,
for another two years, but jn considera-
tion of the Tramway Cuvmpany agreeing
to construct the line at once the Perth
City Council and the Tramway Company
had entered into an agreement which
provided that a portion of the road from
the junction of Barrack street and the
Esplanade be macadamised instead of
wood blocked, and that the company con.
nect the line with the William Street and
the Barrack Street lines so as to make
two lines to feed the Mount's Bay
Road. And the company were to put
down an extra length of wood blocking
outside the half mile radius in Wellington
Street west, on the west side of Mel-
bourne road. This was the agreement
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entered into by the Perth council, and
greatly to the advantage of the Perth
City Council, and it gave to the Tramway
Company no power other than what they
possessed. The Tramway Company had
power to construct the line to Point
Louis and they need not do it for two
years, but in consideration of the work
being done now certain alterations bad
been wmade. All the Committee was
asked to do was to agree to some slight
alteration in the detuils of the first pro-
vigional order uuder which the Tramway
{'ompany had power to construct the
line. The alteration asked for by the
Perth Council was to their own advantage.
As the tramway terminated at Point
Louis, almost opposite the tea gar-
dens, it was thought possible to go
u little bit farther and ask the Tram-
way Company if they would provide a
shelter-house wt Point ILouis, so that
people coming from King's Park and
waiting for a tram would not have to
wait out in the glaring sun or in the rain,
as the case might be. He hud received a
reply that the company were willing to
erect a suitable shelter-house at Point
Louis, opposite the Nurrows, according
to plans desired and approved by the
King’s Park Board.

Mge. Moran : Was the Bill sufficiently
broad enough to ask what was being done
to carry the line over the Narrows ¥

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was not proposed in the immediate pre-
sent to carry the line any farther, but the
Government had been approached to
know what they would do in the shape
of a ferry service at the Narrows, and
that matier had received very careful con-
gideration. Plans and estimates had been
got out for a ferry service, and it was a
question if the tramline was continued to
South Perth whether the Government
should provide u ferry service or whether
they should subsidise some company or
individual who would provide that ser-
vice.

Clause passed.

Clanse 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Saving rights under agree-
ment between Mayor, etc., of Perth and
prownoter :

Mg. HOPKINS: When the Oshorne
Park tramway scheme was passed on be-
half of the Perth Tramway Company,
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provision was made by the Bill that chey
should carry produce from Wannerco to
North Perth. No provision was made
for the produce to come from North Perth
into the city of Perth, which showed that
some supervision should be given to these
agreements. That might act detriment-
ally to the producers at Wannerco. He
asked if this mntter had been under
notice so that in future suwe little con-
cession might be given to the Trawmway
Company to carry the produce into Perth ¥

Tur MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
pusition had hardly been correctly stated
by the hon. member. No concession to
the Tramway Company was required to
induce them to carry produce over their
lines: they were anxious to do it. The
trouble was that the consent of the various
local bodies had to be obtained through
whose boundaries the tram lines passed.
First of all there was the municipality of
Leedeurville, then North Perth, and then
the city of Perth. The tramway company
was anxious to provide the facilities. The
consent of the autborities he had men-
tioned had been asked, but the replies
were not forthcoming; therefore it would
be impossible te insert any clause in the
Bill to give effect to the desire. Next
session, 1f the local authorities agreed,
power could begiven to the tramway com-
pany to carry the produce over the line,
Precaution would have to be taken by the
Government to fix the rate at which pro-
duce should be carried and to see that
the tramway company had not power to
charge an exorbitant rate.

Clause passed.
Clause 5—agreed to.

Schedule:

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS moved
that the following words be struck out: —
“ 8o much of the route of the said
Wellington street line of tramways as
lies between the intersection of William
street and Woellington street and,” and
the following words inserted in lieu,
*“the route of the said Wellington street
line of tramways westerly as far as.”

Amendment passed.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS far-
ther moved that after the word “ the,” in
line 4 of paragraph 6, the words ** mayor
and councillors of the city of Perth, here-
inafter referred to as the ™ be inserted.

Amendment paased.
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On motion by the MINIsTER FOR
Works, the following were added to the
Schedule as paragraphs 8 and 10:—

8. The promoter shall submit, for the in-
spection and approval of the Commissioner of
Railways and of the engineer of the local
authaority, plans, specificutions, and drawings
of the lines und extensions mentioned in the
schedule hereto and in the Second Schedule
to the said Act 63 Vict, No. 42, and before
commencing the construction thereof shall in
each case obtain the written approval of the
said Commissioner and engineer of such plans,
specifications, and drawings. ANl work in and
about the laying down, constructing, and
completing of the said lines and extensiona
shall ba carried out and finished to the entire
satisfaction of the local authority and its
engineer,

10. The provisions of the said Provisional
Orders of the 16th day of December, 1897,
and of the 2nd day of November, 1899, save
as the same are hereby modified, shall apply
to the lines and extensions mentioned in the
schedule hereto, and in the Second Scheduls
to the Act 63 Victoria.

Schedule as amended agreed to,

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

DROVING BILL.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT.

The Council having amended the Bill,
the Assembly having also made a farther
amendment, and the Conncil having dis-
agreed thereto, the same was now farther
considered in Committee :-—

No. 1—Clanse 3, strike cut the definition of
“travelling stock,” and insert “ Any stock
taken or driven, or about to be taken or driven,
to any place more than forty miles from the
run upen which such stock were depastured
previous to starting.” {Assembly had struck
out “ forty ” and inserted * twenty *’]:

Mr. BUTCHER: Members would see
that the message conveved the fact that
the Tegislative Council 1nsisted upon the
amendment they origiually made in this
cluuse. That was an alteration of the
definition of the words * travelling stock.”
It was a regrettable fact that so much
energy and time should have been dis-
played in working up auseful measure of
this deseription, and that later on we found
the Bill had become absolutely mutilated
beyond recognition by antiquated and
reckless members. However, he sup-
posed that half a loaf was better than no
bread, and he asked the Committee to
agree to the amendment. He thought
really the object had not been attained
by this nlteration in the original defini-
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tion, because it appeared to him that
travelling stock under this definition were
travelling stock whether they were
travelled 40 miles by rail, by steamer,
or road. However, he moved that the
Council's amendment. be agreed to.

M=z. MORAN : The amendment by the
Council was going too far. When one
congidered the thousands of heads of
cattle in the Kimberley distriet that
should be removed and put on board ship
it appeared to be rather ubsurd to put a
limit of this kind. He wonld rather
give discretion to the local authorities in
these small tin-pot, cattle-raising dis-
triets in consideration of which evidently
this amendment was made.

Question passed, and the Council's
amendment (forty miles) agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to
the Legislative Council.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT
-AMENDMENT BILL.

IN COMMITLEE.

Tae PremIER in charge; Me. InLiva-
wOoRTH ib the Chair.

Clauses 1 to 3, inclusive—agreed to.

Tee PREMIER moved that all the
words after * section,” in line 1, be struck
out, and the following inserted in lien:—
167 of the principal Act is amended by
inserting at the end of Subsection 35 the
following :-—* Requiring the owner of
every carriage, cart, or other vehicle
standing or plying for hire, or used for
the purposes of trade, to keep conspicu-
ously affixed to the carriage, cart, or
other vehicle a tablet to be 1ssued by the
Council at a charge noi exceeding One
shilling, and such tablet may be required
to be given up annually in exchange for
another to be issued free of charge.”
Members would ne doubt remember he
pointed out it was the desire of the par-
liamentary draftsman to make it clear
that the local authority had control of
the license.

Amendment passed, und the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 5--Amendment of Section 366 :

Mz. MORAN wmoved that No. 17 be
struck out. He did not think it desirable
to give a municipality power t0 run an
hotel.

Tue Premier: They must have a poll
of the ratepayers.
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Mr. MORAN : We ought to diseuss the
matter farther.

Tae PREMIER: In introducing the
Bill, he explained that the object of it
was to enable the ratepayers of Kal-
goorlie, if they so desired, to borrow
money for the purpose of a theatre
Before that power could be exercised, a
poll of the ratepayers would have to be
taken.

Me. Moraw: Why should they bave
that power more than any other body ?

Tae PREMIER: The power would
apply to any municipality.

Mr. Moran: That was what he
objected to.

Tee PREMIER: When one bore in
mind that the power could not be made
operative until the wmatter was placed
before the ratepayers, it was seen that it
was a question almost of local option.
The greatest objection that might be
used was the fact that it would allow a
municipality to carry on licensed pre-
tnises.

Mr. DAGLISH said he did not see
any objection to allowing a municipality
to construct a theatre, but he did not
know whether a liccnse was necessary.

Tee Premier: A theatre could not
be run without an hotel.

M=z. Moran: Yes.

TuE PREMIER:
expenses.

M=z. DAGLISH suid he did not think
that because a theatre was required in a
place, therefore an extra drinking-place
was necessarily needed. He could under-
stand a theatre license being granted if
the license were used only whilst the
theatre was open ; but licenses were issued
in comnection with theatres, and they
were open to compete with the ordinary
hotels. He did not think it a reasonable
thing that these hotels, trading from
morning till night for six days a week,
ghould be provided because a theatre
license was necessary.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. MORAN moved that all the
words after ‘‘theatre,” in line 1 of No.
17, be struck out.

It would not pay

At 6:80, the Cuarrman left the Chair,
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Mz. HASTIE boped the amendment
would not be carried, as it would prevent
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the establishment of a theatre at Kal-
goolie, for which the people had long
waited in vain. Was there not a better
prospect of an hotel being well con-
ducted by a municipality than by a person
whose sole desire was to make money?
Any municipality should be empowered
to build and carry on a hotel and to
transfer the license. The municipality
must approach the licensing hench like
any other applicant, and the bench would
lay down tha conditions as to the building
required.

Mr. MoraN: No; the bench were
bound by the Act.

Mg. HASTIE: All regulations as to
building were not in the Act; the bench
had discretionary powers. The hou.
member thought that speculation in
hotel property ought to be left to a few
wealthy people; but the Committes
would not be persuaded that the hotel
would be worse conducted by a munici-
pality than by a private speculator whose
object was purely selfish.

M=z, Moran: It was not the duty of
a municipality to find beer for its rate-
payers.

Mr. HASTIE: Why should it not if
it chose? In Scandinavia and Denmark
were municipal hotels, and he was in-
formed that experiment had been suc-
cesstully tried at three places in Scotland.
The clanse was not mandatory, but
enabled any municipality which built a
theatre to get a license for the sale of
liquor.

Mz. MORAN: Municipal ownership
of an hotel was not State ownership. The
hotel proposed to be opened by the Gov.
ernment would be conducted under the
supervision of Grovernment officers. Here
it was proposed to delegate the right of
the State to a comparatively insignificant
governing body, for compared with the
Legislature a municipality was insignifi-
cant. Such an hotel was not so likely to
be properly conducted as one kept by a
private person under well-defined regu-
lations. In the Kalgoorlie-cwned hotel
every councillor would consider it
his duty to hang round to see
that flies were not on the glasses. At
election times the councillors would spend
a few shillings in entertaining the voters ;
and if money ran short the score would
be “strapped up,” involving a consider-
able consumption of leather. The muni-
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cipality must delegate its powers to some-
body.

Me. Hasrie: So must the State.

Mz. MORAN: No. The State had
direct control over the person running
the hotel. Here the municipality would
intervene between the State and the hotel
manager. Under the existing law the
municipality could build a theatre and
let it on lease, the lessee taking out a
publican’s license. He (Mr. Moran) was
not an admirer of this form of municipal
socinlism. He had no great confidence
in the State-owned “pub.” and less m
one run by a municipality; nor should
this innovation be granted for the sake of
one council which could secure a theatre
and a hotel without the clause, The
bench would consider the case on its
merits, just the same as if the applicant
were a private person. If the Kalgoorlie
municipality desired merely to erect a
theatre, well and good; though as a
Kalgoorlie property-owner he would
object.

Mz. JOHNSON hoped the (Jommittee
would pass the clanse as printed. A
theatre was badly needed at Kalgoorlie,
and hitherto all private efforts to establish
one had failed. The municipality had
the necessary land, and it was believed
thet the ratepayers would consent to the
erection of a municipal theatre. Permis-
gion to erect a theatre without permission
to conduct an hotel in connection with it
would be useless, since the former would
not pay without the latter. A referendum
would have to be taken before any action
could be entered on.

Mr. MORAN : There was no objection
to the clause in so far as it would allow
the municipality to take the opinion of
the ratepayers on the theatre question.
An hotel could be included in the plans,
and if these were approved it might be
leased to a private individual : that course
involved no necessity for amendment of
the law.

Mz, JOHNSON: One fully recognised
that the hotel might be leased by the
municipality to a private individual, but
in such ecircurnstances the municipality
would not have an equally effective
control. Kalgoorlie wanted good liquor
—much better liquor than had been sup-
plied by privately-owned hotels so far—
and, therefore, Kalgoorlie wanted a muni-
cipal hotel.
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Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes il
Noes 9
Majority for 2
AYES. Nogs.

Mr. Butcher Mr. Diamond

Mr. Daglish My, Gregory

Mr. Gordon Mr. Hastie

Mr. Hoyward Mr. Holman

Mr, Hicks Mr. James

Mr. Kingsmill Mr, Jolhnson

Mr. MeWilliams Mr. Purkiss

Mr. hlonger Me. Reid

Mr, Moran Mr. Banon (Tellor).

Mr, Wallace
Mr, Higham (Tobler).

Amendment thus passed, and the words
struck out.

Clause 28 amended agreed to.

Clause 6—agreed to.

New Clause:

Tee PREMIER moved that the fol.
lowing be added to the Bill :—

Amendment of Section 169.—Section 169 of
the principal Act iz amended by inserting
after Subsection (s) the following:—(t) For
the use of any carriage or cart hy-standing or
plying for hire, the owner not heing licensed
within the municipality under the Cart and
Carriage Licensing Act, 1876,

This new clause was consequential on a
previous amendment. It added to the
list of purposes for which licenses might
be issued.

Question passed, and the clause added
to the Bill.

New Clause :

Tae PREMIER: The qualifying sec-
tion, No. 47, of the principal Act contained
the following : —

No female or minigter of religion, and no
uncertificated or undischarged bankrupt, and
no person attainted of treason or convieted of
a felony or perjury or any infamous crime,
shall be qualified.

The disqualification extended too far.
The mere fact of u person having been
convicted years ago should not nevessarily
be a bar. He moved that the followirg
be added to the Bill:—

Sectioun 41 of the principal Act is amended
by inserting the words “and under sentence
or subject to be sentenced for ™ after the words
“convieted of ¥ in line 3. This amendment
shall be deemed to have been made imme-
diately after the passing of the principal
Act.

Question passed, and the clause added
to the Bill.
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New Clause:
Mr. HIGHAM moved that the follow-
ing be added to the Bili . —

Section 167 ie amended by adding the follow-

ing paragraph to Subsection 42 :—Prohibiting
or regulating the driving of heavy vehicles or
the carriage of heavy goods along, through, or
over any specified street or streats of o muni-
cipality,
The new clanse wag intended for the
benefit of municipalities whose streets
were parrow. The portion of High
street, Fremantle, set apart for vebicular
traffic was only 29 feet ¢ inches in width,
for example. Tnder the clause, certain
astreets might be closed against very heavy
or very bulky traffic, which would be
diverted to other routes. It was not
reagonable that Oregon piles 60 feet in
length, for instance, should be conveyed
through main thoroughfures. The Fre-
mantle Municipal Council, which was
now engaged in framing new Dby-laws,
deaired this power.

Me. MORAN: While not opposing
the clause, he desired to point out the
danger of legislating to interfere with the
King's highway at the request of small
local governing bodies. Warehouses
might be most injuriously affected.

M=z. Hioram: Cases of hardship
would be provided for in the regulations.

Mz, MORAN: One conld only hope
that the Government had fully considered
the amendment and that the hon. mem-
ber's (Mr. Higham's) was the unanimous
voice of Fremantle.

Mg. HASTIE: The operation of this
new clause would not be restricted to
Fremantle, but would extend over the
whole State. Neuarly half of our munici-
palities had been created within the last
10 or 12 years, and their principal streets
in the main formed part of the regular
highways. Those streets, morecver, had
been largely constrocted at the expense,
not of the municipalities, but of the
State. Now we were asked to let munici-
palities block highways at will. The
clause might not work great hardship in
such centres as Perth or Fremantle,
but its effect would be serious in small
country towns. The power was far too
great to be safely intrusted to munici-
palities.

M=. HIGHAM : The regulation passed
by the municipal council would have to
be approved by the Governor-in-Council.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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The power was necessary in Fremantle
because balks 60, 70, and 80 feet long,
of oregun timber were carted along the
streets of Fremantle, which were only
29 feet, 6 inches wide.

Me. Mogpaw: Make the clause apply
to Fremantle.

Mr. HIGHAM: FEach wmunicipality
could deal with its own case and frane
a regulation.

Teg PREMIER: Bection 167 pro-
vided for the making of by-laws, and the
proposal of the member for Fremantle
was to add another purpose for which by-
laws could be made. The municipal
council would be able to prohibit the
driving of heavy vehiclesalong any street,
and the streets along which these vehicles
would have to go would be specified.
There were eircumstances in which certain
traffic should be regulated. Heavy traffic
eaused a difficulty in some streets, whereas
no trouble would be caused in other
streets.

Mgz. GORDON: There was very little
danger in the clause. By-laws would
have to be passed by the Governor-in.
Council. There were by-laws alreadv as
to the rules of the road, and this clanse
would not give much farther power.
Heavy traffic passing along narrow streets
was dangerous to light vehicles.

Me. WALLACE: This power should
be given to municipalities. One had only
to observe the drays carting timber from
the William street jetty to the timber
yards in East Perth to understand the
danger. There should be a means of pre-
venting the carting of coal and manure
along the chief streets of the city. In
the old country regulations were adopted
preventing certain traffic going along
certain streets. He was in favour of
reserving to the ordinary traffic the main
thoroughfares.

Mr. HASTIE: No one doubted the
advisability of giving Fremantle this
power, but. the clause would apply to the
whole State. In towns where the popu-
lation was concentrated the power given
by the clause was desirable, but in
country municipalities this clause might
work a hardship. The proposal should
be confined to Perth and Fremautle and
not to the country.

Mg HIGHAM: The fears of hon.
members were groundless. Section 167
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provided 50 different purposes for which ' under ‘The Permanent Reserves Act,

by-laws conld be made.

Mzr. Moran: All on municipal mat-
ters.

Me. BIGHAM: No local body was
likely to adopt any arbitrary rule. The
‘regulations would be for the benefit of
the community, Country municipalities
need not adopt any by-law touching upon
the matter.

Mr. MORAN: It was distinctly un.
fair in Bills dealing with small amend-
meots of big Acts to bring up important
amendments at the last moment. Tt
would be remembered that there was a
noise created over the closing of a certain
street in Perth, and the Bill was with-
drawn ‘subsequently. It would be far
better if the hon. member brought this
matter up next session by a small Bill
applving to the traffic of Perth and
Fremantle only, What might happen
under a clavse like this? TIn country
districts municipal councils might pre-
vent the carting of wheat to market
through their towns. Western Australia
was foll of small municipalities which
were surrounded by large areas, and wood
and stone and other material was carted
along the streets. If this clause was
passed, power could be given to prevent
the carting of material through the
municipalities.

M=. WaLnace: It was optional.

M=z. MORAN: It was his desire to
prevent the option being given.

Mz. GORDON : Stock were prohibited
from travelling through the streets at
certain times. Under the clause, if o muni-
cipal body passed 2 by-law which was not
suitable to a town, the members of the
municipal council would soon lose their
seats and the by-law could easily be
cancelled.

Question passed, and the clause added
to the Bill.

Preamble, Title--agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

PUBLIC WORKS BILL.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTH.
Schedule of 43 amendments made by
the Legislative Council now considered
in Committee.
No. 1, Clause 2, definition of “ Crown
land”—-Add the words “or land reserved

1899.”

Tae MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The
object of the amendment was apparent on
the face of if, that land reserved under
the Permanent Reserves Act, 1899, shounld
not be deemed waste lands of the Crown.
He wmoved that the amendment be agreed
fo.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 2, Clause 2, definition of * Resident
Magistrate ” — Add the words “and
police magistrate ” :

TreMINISTER FOR WOREKSmoved
that the amendment be agreed to. After
all, the amendment was somewhat unne-
cessary, because wherever the words
“regident inagistrate” were used in the
Bill *police magistrate” were also nsed.
Still, another place considered it neces-
gary, and he moved that it be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 3, Clause 8, lines 4 and 5—Strike
out the words “and no such works shall
be undertaken unless Parliament appro-
priates money for the execution thereof ” :

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: Per-
haps the words proposed to be strack out
would, if retained, make the clanse a
little too rigid. The member for West
Perth (Mr. Moran) drew attention to
this, and suggested that it would be
better to bave those words struck out.
The Government quite agreed with him.
He moved that the amendment be agreed
to.
Question pagsed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 4, Clause 13—Strike out Subclanse
(4), and insert the following in lien
thereof:- ““ (4.) In exerciseof the powers
conferred by this section as little damage
a8 possible shall be done, and compensa-
tiou shall be made to the owner or oecu-
pier of land for water impounded, diverted,
or taken thereon or therefrom, and for
damayge done or ocesasioned by the exer-
cise of guch powers. (5.) Such compen-
sation sball be ascertained and settled in
the mapner provided by any agreement
mwade by the Minister, or in the manner
provided by Part ITI. of this Act™:

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
It was never anticipated that any of these
powers could be exercised without com-
pensation for serions danage done. There-
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fore, he moved that the amendment be -

agreed to.

Mr. MORAN: Tt would not be hard
to pick out which Chamber of the Legis-
luture this amendment came from. It
made the provision twice as strong.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 5, Clause 17— After the word
“ Qazette” insert the words “and in a
newspaper ciroulating in the district
wherein the land is situate ™ :

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
After all, it was, he thought, only reason-
able that people residing in the distriet
where the Government resumed land
should have more notice of that resump-
tion than probably they would have by
merely an insertion in the Government
Qazette. He was afraid that nol many
people took the Gazelte, and of those who
took it, few read it. He moved that the
amendment be agreed to.

Me. HASTIE: Would it not be better
to say that it should be published in a
locul newspaper? If we said *paper
circulating in the district,” it meant that
all these udvertisements would be obtained
by a wmetropolitan newspaper.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
difficulty might arise as to what would
be congidered a local newspaper. He
thought that a newspaper arculating in
the district where the land was situated
would cover the necessity of the case, and
whoever controlled this measure would
certainly ses that it wus interpreted to
mean & loeal newspaper as far as possible.

Mz. Moraw: In no case would it be
allowable to advertise in two newspapers,
would it ?

Tae MINISTER POR WORKS: It
would beallowable; but not necessary.

Mg. DAGLISH : A more effective plan
of giving notice would be to post a regis-
tered letier.

Tre Premier: There wight be ab-
sentees.

Mr. DAGLISH: Absentees did not
gee papers circulating in the district.
This clause would, it seemed to him,
mean additional expense to the State,
without advantage to the holder of land
resumed by the Crown. It would really
mean that there wonld be no notice to
him in a very large number of cases.

Me. HAYWARD called attention to
the word “ may.”

Council's Amendments.

Me. MORAN: It would be done every
time.
Question passed, and the amendment

| not agreed to.

No. 6, Clause 18—After the word
“ (lazette” insert the words “and in a
newspaper circulating in the district in
which the land is situate " :

Tere MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved that the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question passed, and the amendmeat
not ugreed Lo.

No. 7, Clause 19—After the word
“ Gazette” insert the words " and news-
paper ag aforesaid” :

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS for-
mally moved that the amendment be not
agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
not agreed to.

No. 8, Clause 20—Insert the following
words at the beginning of the clause,
“Bubject to the provisions of the Per-
manent Reserves Act, 1899 :

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
Committee bad already agreed fo a
similar amendment in Clause 2. He
moved that it be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendwnent

agreed to.

No. 9, Clause 20—Strike out the words
“ whether wade nnder the authority of
any statute or otherwise ™ :

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS moved
that the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 10, Clause 23, sub-clanse (1), line
3, and sub-clause (2}, line 2—S8trike out
the word * within,” and insert the words
‘gt the expiration of " in lieu thereof

Tue MINISTER. FOR WORKS : The
Committee would see that the Bill as
printed provided that where land was not
taken under the operation of the Transfer
of Land Act, a copy of the notice and
description of the plan had to be sent to
the Registrar within 90 days of the
publication of the notice. * Within
ninety days’ was somewhat wide, and
‘“ at the expiration of ninety days™ was
certainly better. He moved that the
amendment be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 11, Clause 32—Add the following
words at the end of the clause: “but no
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leage shall be granted by a local authority
for a term exceeding three years without
the consent in writing of the Minister ”:

Tre MINISTEK FOR WORKS:
This clause provided that where land was
taken or acquired under this measure for
a public work, and was not required for
immediate use for public work, the
Minister or local authority might let the
same. The amendwent was that no lease
should be granted by the local authority
for a term exceeding three years, without
the coosent in writing of the Minister.
1t was as well that there should be some
limit to the time for which the local
authority could lease such land. With-
out this provision, the local authority
might let the land on lease for 21 years,
and when the public work becaine neces-
sary we should find that we could not
proceed with it, because under the power
of this clause the lncal authority had
chosen to let land under a very long
lease. He moved that the amendmént be
agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 12, Clause 34, Subclause 4, line 2—
Strike out the words “or a public
reserve,”” and insert “lawfully :

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved that the amendment be agreed to.
The majority of these amendwments had
been made by the Government to remedy
defects noticed in the Bill

Queation passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 13, Clause 36, line 5—After the
word “ Gazelfe” insert “and in a news-
paper cireulating in the district in which
the land is situate” :

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved that the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question passed, and the amendment
not agreed to

No. 14, Clause 62, Subeclanse 1---
Strike ont all the words after *“assessors”
to the end of the subclause, and insert
the following : “ (2.) a. The president, if
a Judge of the Supreme Court, may, if
he think fit, state a case for the decision
of the fall Court; thereon. b. When the
president is a resident or police magis-
trate, he may, if he think fit, and shall if
required by the claimant or respondent,
state a case for the decision of a Judge
of the Supreme Court thereon” :
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Tae MINISTER FOR WORES
moved that the amendment be agreed to.
It undoubtedly expressed the intention of
the original clause.

Me. MORAN: The clause provided
that a case should be stated at the request
of either party. By the amendment the
Judge had an option.

Trr PrEMIER: The object was to pre-
vent too much litigation.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 15, Clanse 63—Strike out Sub-
clanse (e.):

Ter MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Subelause (¢.} was the betterment pro-
vision, enabling the Court to take into
account by way of deduction from the
compensation any increage in the value of
the owner's adjoining land likely to be
caused by the execution of the proposed
public work. He would not ask the
Committee to agree to this amendment,
and moved that it be not agreed to.
Surely it was fair that when a man's land
was improved in value by a public work
the value of the improvement should be
considered when assessing the damage
cavsed to that wan by talang part of his
land.

M. Bororer: That depended on how
mnch land he retained.

Tuae MINISTER FOR WORKS: Un-
doubtedly. If the Grovernment left him
very little, there would be very little
deduction from the compensation.

Mz. MORAN: Though he had fought
this subelause bitterly, becauvse it was an
incomplete instalment of the hetterment
principle, inasmuch as it took into con-
sideration only the lands immediately
adjoining the public work instead of the
whole distriet; nevertheless, the better-
ment principle being a well-known form
of taxation, another place had no rightto
interfere with the subclause, and he
would support the motion that the amend-
ment be not agreed to.

Tee PREMIER : The fact that there
was one clanse of this kind in the Bill
did not make it a meagure imposing taxa-
tion. Therefore the hon. member's
contention was unsonnd.

Me. MORAN : Then another place was
entitled to strike out any kind of taxa-
tion?

Tue PrEMIER : What could the Upper
House do ?
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Mg. MORAN : Make suggestions.

Question passed, and the amendment
net agreed to.

No. 16, Clause 64, page 21, line 1—
Strike out “ damage” and insert *‘ com.
pensation” :

Tase MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment was immaterial. He moved
that it be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 17, Clause 68—S8trike out sub-
clause (1), and insert the following in
lien therenf: “(1.) The costs of the
inquiry as between party and party shall
be taxed by the taxing officer of the
Supreme Court, and the amount thereof
shall be included in the award, and the
Court shall direct to whom such costs
shell be paid " :

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Clause 68 provided that the eourt should
fix the costs of the inquiry as between
party and party, include the sum in its
award, and direct by whom the costs
should be paid. The amendment pro-
vided that the costs should be taxed by
the taxing master of the Supreme Court
and the amount included in the award.
Surely if a court were fit to give an award
it could determine the costs. By the
amendment, before the award could be
givan the matter would have to be
referred to the taxing master to fix the
costs. Why this unnecessary delay 7 He
woved that the nmendment be not agreed
to.
Question passed, and the amendment
not agreed to.

No. 18, Clause 80—After the word
“may,” in line 1, insert * with the consent
of the claimant ”

T MINISTER FOR WORKS:
What was sought to be done could not
be done without the consent of the
claimunt, which was implied; but the
amendment could do no harm ; and he
moved that it be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 19, Clause 82, Subclause (2.)—
Strike out the word “ reasonable,” in line
1, and insert the words *forty-eight
houars” :

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
elause as drafted read that when practic-
able, reasonable notice should be given
to the owner or occupier of the intention
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to enter on the land. Coming from such
a source the amendment was surprising.
However, as another place thought 48
hours a reasonable notice to gives landed
proprietor, he did not object; and he
moved that the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 20, Clause 83, lines 5 and 6-—
Strike out the words *“to imprisonment
with or without hard labour for any term
not exceeding two years,” and insert “ for
the first offence to a penalty not exceeding
twenty pounds, and for any subsequent
offence to a penalty not exceeding one
hundred pounds”:

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
clanse provided that whoever did certain
things should be liable on summeary con-
viction to imprisonment with or without
bard labour for a term not exceeding two
years. To make it compulsory for the
Court to commit to prison anyone who
had destroyed or altered the position of
a survey peg was somewhat severe. The
penalty proposed by the Council was
reasonable,

Amendment agreed to.

No. 21, Clause 86, Subclause (3)—Add
the words “and thereupon such road or
part thereof shall cease to be a Govern-
ment Road ”:

Tae MINISTER FOR WORES:
This amendment, which had been in-
serted at the wish of the Government,
improved the clause.

Amendment agreed to.

No. 22, Clause 91, Subclanse (2), line
1 —After the word “ @aszetfe” insert the
words ‘“and in some newspaper circu-
lating in the distriet " :

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
This was the familiar amendment re-
quiring advertisement in some local
newspaper. He moved that the amend-
went be not agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
not agreed to.

No. 23, Clause 93—Btrike out the
whole :

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
clause struck out by the Clouncil pro-
vided a method of stopping or diverting
roads.  The object of the ¢lanse was to
render unnecessary the introduction of
an aunual Act for the closure of roads
and streets.  After consideration he
thought it was perhaps better that the
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usual Roads and Streets Closure Bill
shonld be introduced every session than
that summary power to close should be
given.

Amendment agreed to.

No. 24, Clause 94—Strike out the
whole :

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
was a consequential amendment.

Amendment agreed to.

No. 25, Clause 96—=Strike out the
whole :

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
clause provided that the owner of land
abutting on a river might be required to
clear the river of obstructions. It was
bard to call on an owner to remove ob-
structions which he had not placed in the
river und for which he could not be held
responsible.

Mxz. DAGLISH: What would be the
position if the clause were struck out?
The owner of land running to the fore-
shore of a river might prevent other resi-
dents from getting at obstructions for
the purpose of removing them. The
obligation to keep the waterway clear
should accompany the possession of river
frontages, which he might observe in
passing ought never to bave become
private property. He opposed the amend-
ment.

Mzr. HASTIE : Was there anything
to prevent the owner of land running to
the waterside from stopping navigation
by felling trees into the river? If not,
what control had the State over its
rivers?

Tar MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
clanse as printed provided that where
there happened to be any earth, stone,
driftwood, tree, shrub, or bush impeding
the flow of water in ustream or river, the
owner or occupier of abutting land might
be called upon to remove such obstruction
within 14 days, with heavy penalfies in
default. Now, why should an owner or
occupier of land abutting on a stream be
called on to remove obstacles for which he
was not answerable? The Government
would always bhave power to remove
such obstacles, and, farther, power to
punish anyone guilty of placing obstacles
in the waterway, It was only fair that
the clause should come out.

Amendmeunt agreed to.

No. 26, Clause 97—Strike out the
whole :
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Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Clause 97 provided that the (Fovernment
might direct the banks of rivers to be
protected, or might alter a river or dam
up waters. There was a proviso that if
damage was done to any individual, com-
pensativn must follow in due course.
The striking out of the clause meant that
the Government would have no power to
direct that banks of rivers should be pro-
tected or that the course of a river should
be altered, or that waters should be
dammed ; and such power was absolutely
necessary. He therefore moved that the
amendment be not agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
not agreed to.

No. 27, Clause 99—=38trike out the
whole:

Trg MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Clause 99 provided that the bed of every
river aud stream up to high-water mark,
or in the case of non-tidal rivers up to
ordinary winter high-water mark, should
vest in the Crown. Where the land
abutted on a river, or the bed of a river
was unalienated, the power was not
necessary, and therefore it could apply
only to land and river beds which bad
been alienated and had become private
property.  Whether, from our point of
view, foreshores and river beds had be-
come private property rightly or wrongly,
was beside the question : we had no right
to attempt to confiscate private property.
He moved that the amendment be agreed
to.

Mz. Daorisa: Why had the clause
been inserted at all ?

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

POINT OF ORDER.

Mze. Hasrie: This was too important
a matter to be passed by so hurriedly.

Tee CHaTRMAN : The amendment had
been agreed to,

Mr. Hastie said he had been on his
feet to speak before the Chairman put
the guestion.

Tae Cramrman: The question had
been fully put, and the hon. member was
out of order.

Mr. Haste: The clanse affected the
foreshore of the river Swan, and the
reason why the Upper House had thrown
out the clause was
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M=. MoraN rose to a point of order.
Just by way of direction for the future,
he wished to know whether the hon.
member could discuss an amendment
after it had been agreed to?

Tae Ceareman: 'The bon., member
(Mr. Hastie) was not in order in speak-
ing to the question after it had been
fully put.

Mg. Hastie: Would the Chairman
kindly state when mewmbers would have
an opportunity of speaking to the ques-
tion ?

Tre CrAIRMAN said he could only ex-
press regret that he had not seen the
hon. mewber.

Mg. Hastie said he had addressed the
Chair the momeat he bhad an opportunity
of doing so.

Tue Coarkman : The Standing Orders
distinctly laid down that after a question
had been put and the result declared,
discussion could not be recpened.

DEBATE.

No. 28, Clange 100, lines 2 and 3—
Strike out the words *“under this or any
special Aet” :

Ter MINISTER FOR WORKS:
This amendment wag quite immaterial,
and did not affect the sense of the clause.

Amendment agreed to.

No. 29, Clause 101, add the following
two subclauses: “ (2.} Before the second
reading of the Special Act in the Legis-
lative Council and Legislative Assembly
respectivelv the Minister shall canse a
map, to be referred to in the Special Act,
showing the course to he taken by, and
the middle line of the railway, to be laid
upon the table of the House. (3.) On
the passing of the Act the map, signed
for the puvpose of identification by the
Clerk of the Parliaments, shall be de-
posited by him in the office of the Master
of the Supreme Court, and shall be open
to public inspection at any reasonable
hour free of charge, and shall be admitted
in all Courts for all purposes as evidence
of the line nuthorised by the special
Act™:

Tee -MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Clause 101 dealt with the construction of
railways, providing that such work could
be undertuken only by special Acl, and
limiting the scope of deviation. The
subclanges proposed were valuable, and
afforded a good deal of protection.
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Under them mewmbers of both Houses
I would have the fullest possible informa-
tion concerning any railway which might
be proposed.

. Mer. Moran:
Parliaments ¥

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
amendment might well be accepted if one
knew exactly who the Clerk of the Parlia-
nients was.

Mz. MORAN: The Clerk of Parlia-
nents was the Clerk of another place. A
Public Works Bill eculd emanate only
from this Houwse, and therefore maps
should be identified by our Clerk.

Tre CHATRMAN: Standing Qrder No.
10 provided that the Clerk of the Legis-
lative Council should be Clerk of the
Parliaments.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
Paublic Works Bills must originate in this
House, the identifying sigpature should
be that of our clerk; and therefore he
moved, as an amendment on the amend-
ment, that in Subclause 8, line 2, «“ Parlia-
ments " be struck out, and “ Legislative
Assembly ” inserted in lieu.

Mr. WALTLACE: Would not this
amendment interfere with the usual pro-
cedure, for it said, “ and shall be admitted
in all courts for all purposes us evidence
of the line authorised by the special
Act™?

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
appeared that the “Clerk of the Parlia-
ments” was the usual term used. Any
Act had to be certified by the Clerk of
the Parliaments. He would withdraw
the amendment.

Amendment withdrawn,

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved that the Council's amendment be
agreed to.

Question passed and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 30, Clause 102, lines 1 and 2—
After the word “is” imsert the word
“ authorised,” and strike out the words
“under the provisions of a special
Act”:

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment made the clause preferable
to what it was previously. He moved
that the amendment be agreed to.

QQuestion passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 31, Clause 102—Strike out sub-
clavse (a}:

Who was the Clerk of
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Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
wag a consequential amendment, and he
moved that 1t be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 32, Clause 104, subeclanse (3), line
l—After the word “shall” insert the
words ¢ subject to the provisions of Part
II1.”:

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
provisions of the clause would be subject
to Part IT1., which dealt with ecompensa-
tton. He moved that the amendment be
agreed to.

QQuestion passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 33, Clause 108, page 36, line
30 —Strike out “but” and msert < if ™"

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS:
This was evidently a clerical error; he
moved that the amendment he agreed to.

Question pussed, and the amendment.
agreed to.

No. 34, Clause 107, line 3—S8trike out
the word “ may,” at the beginning of the
line, and insert the word '“shall™ in lieu
thereof :

Tur MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Where the making of a railway had cnt
off all access to land, it was only rea-
gonable that the Government should be
compelled to make such crossing or
erossings to give access to the land.  He
moved that the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 35, Clause 108—Strike ount the
whole :

Tee MINISTER FOR WOREKS:
Where a street bad been c¢losed in whole
or in part and had remained closed up till
the present time, it was only right to say
that such closing had been lawfully
made. He moved that the amendment
be not agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment,
not agreed to.

No. 36, Clause 109, Subeclause (2.)—
Add the words, “but in case of decay
from any cause other than the default of
the local authority, the same shall be
repaired uvr reinstated by the Minister” :

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
This amendment was reasonable. Where
there was decay, not from the fault or
neglect of any local authority, it was only
right that the work having been. carried
out by the Government in the first place
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should be renewed by the Government.
He moved that the amendment be agreed
to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 37, Clause 110, line 5—After the
word * made,” add the words “ at the cost
of the Minister and” :

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was reasonable where the construction of
a railway altered any sewer, drain, water
pipe, gas pipe, ete., belonging to a private
person or a company, the alteration if
necessary should be made at the cost of
the Government. But there was a
danger. If the amendment was agreed
to the local body or private person or
company might do work that really was
not necessary and afterwards ask the
Government to pay for it. He moved as
an amendment on the amendment that
before * cost” the words, “ request and ”
be inserted, so thal if the work was
considered unnecessary, the Government
should not be liable to pay for it, but if
it was considered to be absolutely neces-
sary it was only reasonable that the
Government should carry out the work.

Amendment passed, and the Council’s
amendmeut as amended agreed to.

No. 38, Clause 114, line 1—After the
word ““ on,” insert the word “ private " :

Tar MINISTER FOR WORES: If
the Minister was of opinion that any
tree on private land adjacent to a railway
was dangerous, it should be removed by
the Crown. He moved that the amend-
ment be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to, .

No. 39, Clause 114, Iines 3, 4, and 5—
Strike out the words “he may require
the owner and occupier of such land to
remove such tree, and in default of such
removal 7 :

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
clause a8 amended by the Council gave
the Minister power to remove, without
giving notice to the owner, any tree on
private land which was likely, if it fell,
to obstruct a railway or endanger travel-
lers thereon. He moved that the amend-
ment be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 40, Clause 116, line 11— After the
word “ accordingly,” strike out all the
words to the end of the clause:
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Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS : The !
Committee would see that by notice
published in the Government Gazette the
Government might declare that any
fences constructed or intended by the
Crown for separating the land taken
for the use of amy railway in such
notice wentioned should be maintained
or erected and maintained at the cost
of the Government during the time
such railway might continue to be used.
On publication of that notice the Court
were to take into account the fact that
these fences were guing to be maintained
for ever by the Crown, when they were
awarding compensation for damage to
the person whose land was taken. It was,
in his opiniou, only a fair and reasonable
request that the Compensation Cownrt
should take into consideration the fact
that the Government intended to maintain
the fence. The amendment was to strike
out the provision. He could not ask the
Committee to accept it. He therefore
moved that the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question passed, and the amendment
not agreed to.

No. 41, Clause 120, line 4--After the
word “same” insert the words “except
such as relate to public health ™ :

Tueg MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment was to insert the words
“gxcept such as relate to public health,”
s0 that any building or erection or any
Government work would be subject to
the Act relating to public bealth. He
could not ask the Committee to accept
this amendment as proposed, because it
wonld mean that every little work or
building the Government proposed to
erect-—perhaps some little iron structure
somewhere—might be objected to by a
local authority on the ground of public
health. He moved that the amendment
be not agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
not agreed to.

No. 42, Clause 126, line 1 —After the
word * who " ingert the word “ wiltully ™ :

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
amendment was to insert the word “ wil-
fully,” so that the clause would read
“egvery person who wilfully obstructs or
interferes,” ete. He moved that it be
agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
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No. 43, Clause 128, Subclause 2, line
1—>8trike out * Minister” and insert
“QGovernor”: '

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment was immaterial. He moved
that it be agreed to,

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

A committee, consisting of Mr. Moran,
Mr. Daglish, and the Hon. C. H. Rason,
as mover, appointed to draw up reasons
for disagreeing to certain of the Councils
amendments; the reasons to be submitted
at the next sitting of the House.

ROADS BILL.
COUNCIL’'S AMENDMENTS,

Schedule of 43 amendments made by
the Legislative Cowuncil now considered,
in Committee.

Nos. 1 to 5, inclusive—agreed to.

No. 6, Clause 46—After the word
“completed,” I line 2, Subclause (2),
insert the words “or if the electoral list
be not signed.”

Tae PREMIER: A case might arise
where the electoral writ was not signed in
time, and that ought to be provided for,
He noved that the amendment be agreed
to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

Nos. 7 to 11}, inclusive—agreed ta.

No. 11, Clause 88—Strike out the
word “two,” in line three, and insert
“three” in liea thereof :

Tee PREMIER: This dealt with the
question of quorum. It had been pro-
vided in the Elestoral Bill that the
quorum  should consist of two. The
amendment proposed that it should con.
sigt of three. Personally, he thought it
was wiser to provide that the quorum

should cousist of three. He moved
accordingly.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed ta,

No. 12, Clanse 96—Insert at the
beginning of the clause the words  Sub-
ject to the provisions of the Permanent
Reserves Act, 1899

Tae PREMIER: Clause 96 enabled
the Government to place certain reserves
under the control of the board. This
amendment provided that so far as
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Clovernment reserves were concerned,
they should be subject to the provisions
of the Permanent Reserves Act. It made
a necessary amendment in that direction,
and he moved that it be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendnent
agreed to.

No. 13, Clanse 99— After the word
“or,”” in line 3, insert the words *“an
engineer approved of and” :

Tae PREMIER : The clause said that
boards should not expend a sum exceed-
ing £100 in making any bridge or culvert
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Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 16—Clause 117: Add the Ffollow-
ing subclavse, to stand as No. (26):
“ Requiring all licensed vehicles plying

* for hire, bicycles, tricycles, motor cycles,

except under the control and the direction |

of the Minister or officer authorised by the
Minister. This amnendment provided that
it should not be done except under the
direction and control of the Minister, or
an engineer approved of and an officer
nppointed by the Minister on that behalf.
The effect of that would be that every
time we wauted to build a bridge or
culvert at a cost exceeding £100 we
should have to employ an engmeer. That
would be a needless expense, and in
uddition to that we had no definition of
what an engineer was. He thought that
the clause as drafted was wiser, and that
the amendment should not be agreed to.
He wmoved that it be not agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
not agreed to.

No. 14, Clause 106 —After the word
* being,” in line 1, paragraph (a), insert
the words “land under cultivation ™ :

Tue PREMIER: This was a clause
relating to taking materials for road
muking. The board had power to enter
any land within the district not. being a
garden, yard, vineyard, orchard, planta-
tion, park, recreation ground, or cemetery,
+and whether fenced or unfenced. By
this amendment the Council wanted to
exempt land under cultivation. He
thought that was reasonable, and he
moved that it be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 15—Clause 106: Strike out the
words “one weel’s,” in line five, Subclause
(2), and insert “ three days” in lieu:

Tee PREMIER: Subclause 2 pro-
vided that if there were no opening in
the fence the board might, on giving one
week's notice, open the fence and enter.
The amendment limited the notice to
three days. He moved that it be agreed
to.

and motor cars to have their liceosed
number affixed on some conspicuous part
of such vehicle, eycle, or motor cur ™’ :

Tue PREMIER: This was the unly
effective method of stopping * scorch-
ing.” He moved that the amendment be
agreed to.

Question passed, and the wmendment
a.greed to.

Nos. 17, 18—agreed to.

No. 19—Clause 126: Strike out the

words ‘“geven pounds ten shillings,” in
paragraph (&.), snb-clause (2.), and insert
“five pounds "’ in lieu thereof.

Trae PREMIER: The clause provided
that the annual value should, at the option
of the board, be the vearly rent, or an
amount not exceeding £7 10s. per cent.
on the capital value. Therefore unless
the improvements on the land created a
yearly value equal to £7 10s. per cent.,
the board could charge that percentage on
the capital value. The Council wished to
reduce the amount to £5. As the
amendment was not supported by any
reasons, und as the clause had been fully
discussed here, he moved that the amend-
ment be not agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
not agreed tu.

No. 20—Clause 126: Add the follow-
ing words after the word “ machinery,” in
proviso (4.), Subclause (2.), “ but subject
thereto the valuation shall be made on
the assumption (if necessary to be made)
that the sub-letting of the land is
authorised by law.”

Tag PREMIER: The amendment
dealt with mines and was needed,
because without these words mining
companies could object to rating, since
by the terms of their leases the land could
not be let, and was in legal phrase * struck
with sterility.” In other words, it was
not rateable. To prevent such a con-
tingency he moved thut the amendment
be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment

ed to.

No. 21—Clause 127: Strike out the
clause:
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Tre PREMIER : The clause provided
for taxation on the unimproved capital
value. This matter hud been fully dis-
cussed here. He had read the debates
in another place, where this suggestion
had been treated like many other mew
suggestions, as being hurdly worthy of
consideration, because it was new, If
that attitude were always to be adopted,
no progress in legislation would ever be
made. The principle commended itself
to him, and would no doubt commend
itself to members in another place if they
took time to consider it. The House
should stand by the clanse; and he
moved that the amendment be not agreed
to. ! .

Question passed, and the amendment
not agreed to.

No. 22—Clause 141: Strike out the
word ¢ Parliament,” in line seven, and
insert the words “ both Houses of Par-
liament in writing ™' :

Taz PREMIER: One would think
Parliawent comprised buth Houses. The
clause provided that every exewmption,
and the grounds thereof, should be placed
before Parliament. Tt was difficult to
imagine how s Minister could lay before
both Houses particulars of the exemption
unless he did so in writing; for he had
not the right to go to the Upper House.
As the Chairman said, the Privilege Act
expressly declared that both Houses con-
stituted Parliament. The amendment
did no more than tack on words which
might be justifiable on the ground of
abundant caution; and he moved that it
ba agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 23-—Clause 142: Strike out the
clause.

Tre PREMIER: This was struck out
because Clanse 127 was struck out. He
moved that the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question passed, and the amendwent
not agreed to.

No. 24—Clause 144: Strike nut the
word *fourteen,” in line two, Subclause
(1), and insert * thirty ” in lieu thereof:

Tre PREMIER : The clause provided
that if o person failed to pay the rate
within 14 days after demand in writing,
the chairman might issue a distress
warrant. The amendment substituted
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Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 25—agreed to.

No. 26—Clause 152, After the word
*“months,” in line two, insert the words
“ or longer.”

Tae PREMIER: We provided that if
any rates remained unpuid for 18 months,
and no distress could be found, the board
might sell. The addition of the words
“or longer” did uot alter the construc-
tion, and wss a waste of printing. He
moved that the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question passed, and the amendment
not agreed to.

No. 27—Clause 158. Strike out the
word ‘' ten,’” in lines one and six, and
insert ““five” in lieu :

Tee PREMIER : By Part VII. certain
roads board districts mentioned in the
schedule, and others to which the Act
might hereafter be applied, were granted
borrowing powers. The clause limited
the amount borrowed fo ten times the
avernge amount of general rates; and
the amendnent substituted five times.
That would be an undue interference with
the power to borrew, which was given to
certain districts only; and he moved that
the amendment be not agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
not agreed to.

No. 28 —agreed to.

No. 29—Clause 167. After the word
“from,” in line five, insert the words
*“the decision of ™

Tae PREMIER: This was another

piece of draftsmanship evidently emanat-
mg from some private member of the
Council. The clause provided that no
subdivisional plan should be registered
until submitted to and approved by the
board, unless the Minister on appeal from
the board otherwise directed. It was
lain that the appeal was from the
gecisiou of the board, but the amend-
ment sought to make that clearer. He
moved that it be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 30—Clauze 178 . After the word
“if,” in line four, insert the words “no
auditor is elected or™ :

Tee PREMIER: The clause dealt
with vacancies. The amendment made it

30 days. He moved that it be agreed to. | clear that the Ministerial auditor might
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act alone if the otber auditor were not
elected. He moved that the amendment
be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 31—agreed to.

No. 82—Clause 187: After the word
“fence,” n line one, insert the words
«erected by the board ™

Trr PREMIER : This clause provided
that any person neglecting to keep in
repair a fence or a gate separating his
land from a road should be guilty of an
offence. The amendwent limited the
offence to neglecting to keep in repair a
fence erected by the board. The reasons
for the obligation applied whether the
fence was erected by the board or by the
individual, the object being to protect
the road. He moved that the amendment
be not agreed to.

Question “passed, and the amendment
not agreed to.”

No. 883—Clause 188, after the word
“gate” insert the words “which bas
been "

Tre PREMIEKR: The intention ap-
parently was to apply this penalty clause
only to gates which bad already, io the
past, been placed across roads by boards.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

Nos. 34, 35—agreed to.

No. 36 —Schedule 14, strike out the
words “ For man in possession, each day
or part of day, five shillings,” and insert
“ For man io possession one shilling an
hour for the first three hours, and if
longer detained eight shillings a day or
part of a day” in lieu thereof :

Tae PREMIER : The amount of five
shillings was wundoubtedly too low: a
man’s services could not be obtained for
it, and thus loss was necessarily occasioned
to roads boards. The Council’s amend-
ment was reasonable.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed fo.

No. 37—Schedule 17, strike out the
words “ Nelson ™ and ¢ South Perth,” and
insert the words '* Belnont,” * Buonbury
Suburban,” and “ Cannington ” :

Tee PREMIER: Schedule 17 get
forth road board districts which were
empowered to borrow. By some over-
sight, Nelson and South Perth had been
included: they were now struck out.
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Belmont, Bunbury Suburban, and Can-
nington were inserted.
Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.
Progress reported, and leave given fo
st again.
ADJOURNMENT,

The House adjourned at 10 minutes to
10 o’clock, until the next Tuesday.

Legislatibe Council,
Tuesday, 16th December, 1902.
- - PiaE
Bille: Ficheries Act Amendmeut, frst reading .. 2971
Rabbit Pest, third reading ... 2973

Police Act Amendment. Conneil's Amendments 2972
Bread Bill, Council’'s Amendmenta
Uoolgnrdle Goldfields Water Supply, first rend-

Perth Tmmwu.ya Act Amendment. firgt rend-
ing .. . .. 2074
Munijeipal Institutions Act Amendment, firat
Health Acs'; Ameudment, second reading, ste, 2074
Electoral Bill, second reudmg(negntlved} 2977

Report: Metropolitan ‘Waterworks Inqulry. to
adopt (ndjourned) .. 2875

Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

Pravers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the MivisTEr For Laxnps: t, Coal
Mines Regulations Act, 1902—Amend-
ment of Part I. of the regulations
thereunder. 2z, Western Australian Gov-
ernment Railways—Alteralion to Classifi-
eation and Rate Book. 3, Report of the
Government Astrenomer for the year
1901.

Ordered : To lie on the table.

FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Intrnduced, by leave without notice,
on motion by the MinisTER FOR Lanpe,
and read a first time.



